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STAFF INTERVIEW

Thursday, hugust 21, 1975

Unitad States Senate

Select Committse to gtudy. Governmental
Oparations With Raspect T
Intelligence Activitias

Hashington, 0. C

The Committes met, pursuant to notice, at 10105 o'clock

a.m,, in Room 608, Tha Carroll Arma.
staff: Burton Wides, Frederick Baron and Rhatt Dawson,

professlonal Sraff Members.
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FROCEEDINGS
Mr. Baron. Would you state your namae and address for

the record, pleasa?

Prond [Aras 10T $88-4000

Mr. Hadgman. My name i3 Victor S. ledgman. I can be
reachsd at all times at the Central Intelligenca Agency.

Mr. Daron. And Mr.'Hadgman. isn*t it trues that Victor S.
Hadgman is actually an alias and that we have agread that you
will testify hara today under alias?

Mr. Hadgman. That's corrsct.

Mr, Baron. And lsn't it further true that we have made

arrangemants with you that your true identity will be recorded

on a statemant regarding testimony in allas which will be

permanuntly on file at the Central Intslligence Agency for

verification purposas?

[
P
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Mr, Hedgman. That's correct. I bslieve that this, that

A

I would 1lika to add that I have asked that this be done for

7

my own protection, protaction, physical protaction, actually.

Mr. Daron. And you understand that we will retain a
sanltized copy of this éotm to attach to your transcript as
!.Exhibit 1z

Mr. Hadgman. I do.

Mr. Baron. All right.

Then let us introduce this statement which you have

signad as Exhibit 1.

410 Furst Sviedl, 30 Washengion, O €. J0O00N
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Mr? paron. Let ma ask you to verify thse fact that that

is your trus signature?

Mr. lisdgman. That ia my true slgnatures.

Bepne {Arss JOT] SA8-5000

Mr. Barcn. Thank you.

Off thos record,

(hiscussion off ths racord.)

Mr. Baron. Mr. ledgman, are you aware that you hava 2
right to counsel bafore this Committea?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes, I am. But 1 shall ask for it if T fenl
the nead. |

Mr. Raron. All right.

-

Ara you voluntarily appaaring hara today without counsol?

Mr. lledgman. I am.

-
o+
3

q
4

-

Mr. Baron. And you are &awars that at any point. during

-~
AR

the questioning you may cease anavwaring the questions and

7 6

requast to consult with counsel?

Mr. Hadgman. I am.

Mr. Baron. Are you aleo d;d}ﬁ that #11 of your conpstitu-
tional rights are intact here today, including your Fifch
ﬁ'hmundment rights to ailence?

Mr. Hadgman, I am.

Mr. Baron. Although you ara not under oath here today.

are you aware that the Committae intends to ask you to 8wear

210 Frest Steeet, 5.0 Warrgton, o.C. ooad

to the truth of your tastimony here as soon as poasible?

Mr, Hadgman. I am aware of that, and for the racord would

|
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16

1ike to make ths polint that I am going on recollection of avants
which occurred nearly fiftaen years ago, soma fifcessn Y®ars,

soma slightly morm, soma slightly less. So therafore, I will

4 1 make evary sffort, bhut again, I am gtressing this fact that !
]

have not had an opportunity to rafresh my memory by reading old
files or anythinqg of tha sort.
Mr. Baron. That ls complately undarstandable.
Mr. Hedgman. I just want this == I am making thils point

for the Committea membesrs. I have already made it to you

yesterday.

Mr. Baron. And it 1a understandable that wa are asking

Y
¢ you to discuss avants that took place almost fifteen years aqo,

but it is your intsntion to give us the truth as far a4s you <an

recall it?

Mr. Hadgman. It is my full intention to give the truth.

1
!
|
|

1 Mr. Baron. Thank You.
f
I Mr. Wides. Mr. Hedgman, would you please briefly give

" us a description of your carser with the Agency, and that can

“ bs by basically divisions or typws of job in a very brief

C gummary.

i .

i Mr. Hedgman. I bagan. was recrulted to serva, as what
ig raferred to as a non~official cover agent, and I was a

That was changed

!
l contract as opposed to a ataff officar.
t 1 think a faw months later 1 was mada a4

staff officer but ramained on offlcial cover for

( .
\ shortly afterwards.
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years of my time, working abroad. I rsturned to Wa;hinqton
where I then bacame ovart in the sense of I worked in the
offices and was no longer ostensibly a private businessman.
1 servad as what is known as a casae officer in the Europaan
area.

Mr. Raron. About what time paricd would you say?

Mr. Hadgman. It was '53 to esarly '57. .Early '67 until
the mid-60's I ssrved in Europa working primarily on Soviet
cpaerations.

Mr. Dawaon. I think you might hava misspokan. You sald
mid-60°'s, early '57 to mid-60's. pid you mean 19607

Mr. Nadgman. M™Mid-1960, ves, 1 would correct that, Ffrom
July 6 on until -~ 1 can't remember whather it was Juna or
July of 1963 I served as Chlief of Statlon in then Leopoldville.
sow Xiershasa, Zaire. I was Chiwf of Station. f then returnad
to Washington in the early fall, the axact dataes I don't recall,
of 1963, and I was what is known as a Branch Chisf. I was
responsible for the asastern half of Afrlca from 1963 to June
of 1965.

June of '65 till June of ‘67,

\

I returned to Washington whera 1 became fsranch Chief
again for the Southaast Asian area for a very brief tims. In
essunca lt was to prepare me for my next assignment which was
ths Chief of Station, Vientlanes, Laos.

TOP StCRET
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Upon complation of that essignment --
Mr. paron. You beagan that assignment in '677

Mr. Hedgman. No. I began the Southsast Branch Chief job

Prpes (Araz 7027 2446000

{in '67. I began the COS job in the summar of ‘68, and I laft

there in the summer of '70.

As you know from'enrliar. {11-health played a rols in
unfortunatesly forcing me to leavae.

1 then feturnad to Washington whare I bacame paputy Chief

of the hfrican pivision, January. 1971 until Dacaember, 1971, at

which time I bacama chief of the Division and remalned Chiaf
until I retired.

Mr. Baron. Untll Dacember of *72, would that have been?

‘}llﬂ:‘

Mr. Hedgman. No, paceamber of '71.

4

Mr. Baton. No.

Mr. Widea. MNo.

A

Mr. Hedgman. Then I ratirsd 28th of June, 1974,

Mr. Widas. You wers first approached to go to the Conqo

as Station Chief for the Congo and othor nearbdy countries in

Jupe of 19647

Mr. Hedgman. NO. 1t was quite some time baefore that.
i'm sorry, I can't remamber specifically whather it was four
months, five months. aActually, they talkad to me about it as

much as a yeaar ==

410 Farst Sreerl, 5 £, Wasenaton, O T 3002

Mr. Widas, And you want out =-

Mr, Hsdgman. Not a year. Maybe suevan of aight or nine

TOP SECRET
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months. I don't rumember. I was in Washington. My father was,
wa thought, dying at the time, znd I had f}own home to ba with
him.

Mr. Wides. And you went there on Juns 1l0th or 11th?

Mr. Hedgman. I'm sorrcy ==

Mr. Wides. Approximatsly?

Mr. Hedgman. It was aither the 10th of ths 1lth that I
firat arrived.

Mr. Wides. The baginning of the gacond week in Juns?

Mr. Hadgman. Of July.

Mr. Wides. Of July, 1'm sorry.

And that was shortly after the Congolasa independence from

Mr. Hedgman. The indepundence was on tha 10th of June
and I was, had bgun givan vacation time, which 1 got in one
day before I arrived, but they called me, I was taking some
vacation in Europe on the way down and they phoned me, tracad
ma down, and sald get down thera,-tﬁe mutiny"had taken place
end the placa was coming apart.

Mr., Widaes. Prior to your leaving, and {n connaction wlth
your preparations and briasfings and discusalons at Headqguarters,
had there bean any discuesion at all with you or that you wera
aware of regarding the possibls assassination of Patrice
Lumumba?

Mr. lludgman. Absolutely none. I can say that that is

TOP SECRET
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absoluta surensss of racollsction.

Mr. Wides. And then you had besn thare a short while, I

taka it, and ip about the last waek of July, when Patrice

Prupns {Arss 03] 346000

Lumumba and othars from tha Congo cama to ths United States, !

balisve around the 26th of July, am I corract, that both you and

I
|

tha Ambasgaador returnud to Amarica?

Mr. Hadgman., That's corract.

i

|

Mr. Widss. And during -your return hers, in any discussiont
|

!

L]

you had with officials at CIA or other govarnmant officlals,

did you hava any discussions or learn of any discussions

rugarding the possible assassination of Patrics Lumumba?
Mr. Hadgman. NO, gir, 1 did not.

Mr Wides. And thaen you returned to the Congo?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes. I balieva wa raturnad on tha Ath of

"‘LA’} .’AU&\

15 || August, if memory serves ma.

5]

7

16 Mr. Wldez. WNow, as a vary brief background for the
!

y’w asxt series of queations, is it correct that by early Septsmber,

18 } that is by the S5th of Gth, patrics Lumumba had been dismissed

as Premier and the U.S. had already become seriously concarned
i

“about tha beginning of Soviet assistance or {nvolvemant in the
Congo and the possiblility of Soviet influunce in the Congo?
Mr. Hedgman. 1 believa those dates are corract of the

sth or 6th. It could conceivably be the 7th., Cesrtalnly lona

pufore that time, thosse of us intersated in the political

situation thara; that is, the Ambassador, mambers of the TJolitichl

TOP SECRET
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Saction, myself, waras greatly concarned about what APPAAT el
to bea a Soviat sffort to take ovar the Congo.

Mr. Wides. And bacause of conflict batwean -- among, I
gueass, {8 the appropriate word == bacausa of conflict, or
potantial conflict, among the cantral éovernmant undar
President Kasavubu and othars as ones faction, Patrics Lumumba
and his followsrs as a second faction, and Mr. Tshombe and
his follwers as a third --

Mr. lladgman. Aad Glzenga as a fourth,

Mr. Wides. Gizenga, I taka it he was somawhat within
Lumumba's camp?

Mr. Hedgman. Yus. I'm g0rry. I should not have
interrupted.

Mr Wides. In any event, there was tha potantial of
imminant fratricidal war?

Mr. Hadgman. Tshombe had already dasclared the Katanga
to be an independent astate of Katanga on the 11th of July, if
mamory sarvas ma,

Mr. Wides. 1Is it also corrmsct that Mr. Lumumba Qaa tha
‘person of thosa thres leaders, of thosa thrae factions, whose
Potential activitius concerned the United Statas the most at
that peint, particularly with ragard to tha posaibility of
Communist influaence in the Congo?

Mr. lledgman, Ara we referring to the Septembar paricd

now, late August, Septembar?

TOP SECRET
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Mr, Wides. vYds, yas.

Mr. Hedgman., I would say, but there was anothar -- tharse
wad also -- there was also great concern about ths Tshombg
succession, which wa did not racognize,

Mr vides. Right, Right,

In early Septembsr, did you racelve a massaqgas from jgad-
qQuarters indicating that you would, on a spsclal restricted
channel indicating it was for your eyes only at the Station, and
telling you that a madssnger whom You would recognize would be
arriving with a mission for you?

Mr. Nedgman. I bualisva, Yes, I recelvad such a massaqs.

Mr. Wides. When,.would You pleass states --

Mr, Hedgman. And I beliave that was tha general thrust
of the wording. I canpnot, at this time, affi{irm with absclute

certainty that that was exactly it, but that is my recollectlion.

Mr. Wides. When would ba the bast data that You would
best ba placing that time that you could give us?
Mr. Hedgman, I believa it would hava bsan around the

buglnning of Saptembsr, but I cannot pin {t down more than

‘within a weuk or tun days.

Mr. Wides. About how long hefore the messenger arrived

You say the cabla came, if you can recall?

.
!
|
!

Mr, Hedgman. I cannot raecall definitively. I would quessl,
would just quess, a fuw days,

Mr. Wides. And is it accurate that the thrust of tha

TOP SECRET
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cable, you cannot racall particular words, was that a messengar

whom you would racogniza would be coming to give you & miamsion

to carry out?

Mr. Hedgman., As I undarstood it, has waa coming with

instructions. I did not know what typa, sort of instructions.

Mr. Widas, vas,

Mr. Baron. Can you state in your own words just axactly
what the glat of that cable was?

Mr. Hedgman. I am not sure that it will be exact or
@Van close, but it is my == I am going again, and I stress this

tims now on rfecollection, and it is not a sure thing, but my

Yeacollection was that the cable advised me that a parson whom
I would know toc ba or recognize as an oftienr of the Agancy,
and I am not sure that {¢ said as an officaer of‘thu Agency,
somacny who I would hava recognized would arrive with instruc-

tions for me.

Mr. Wides. Did the cablae refer in any way to Lumumba

that you can recall, that would involvs the Lumumba problam ar -h
Mr. Hedgman. 1 think, it {3 my racollaction that it did

‘not refer to Lumumba in any way.

Mr. Wides. And with regard --

Mr. Hadgman. Either diructly or hint by indirection.

Mr, Wldes. With ragard to tha cablaes for genaral

pProcedural aspscts, is it corract that 1t hore a spacial

rafarencs or slug, I baliave is the term?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Hedgman., I think, I am guessing about that. I think
it probably did, bacause that would hava besn a normal way to
indicate tha special handling. I balliave the message also was

marked for my eyes only --

Mr. Wides. It would not have baen marked --

Mr. Hedgman. -- and contained inatructions that I was not!

to discusa ths message with anyona.

cannot be 100 percent cartaip., I dont recall séndinq a messags

Mr. Baron. And that You ware to destroy the messaqe?
Hr. Hadgman. WNot at that tima.

Mr. Wides. Did it indicats that any communicetions thsat

You sent thereaftur to the Naadquarters in connection wilth the
impending visit were to ba givan the same slug or -

Mr. Hedgman. 1 am assuming that it probably did., bue I

until after I mat ths gentleman concarned.

Mr. Dawson. Maybua wa could approach that a diffurant way.

You do recall whatuvaer Mossage you received was not in the norma
course of communications with the Agency?

Mr., Hedgman. Well, 1t cama through Agency communications
‘Channusla, but it -- it was marked Fyas Only, for'me.

Mr., Dawson. That‘s not unusual, necesasarily?

Mr. Hedgman. At that tims it was more unusual than it ias
today, I would say.

Mr. Widus. Was it marked RYBAT, do fou know?

Mr. lledgman. 1I'm sorry, I don't recall.

TOP SECRET
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Mr., Widea. But RYBAT usually involved a fairly widae

Ihond {Ares JOT) 5444000

disssmination, or at least dissamination to others in the
Agancy.

Mr, iladgman. Yes.

Mr. Wides. And when you Ba&y, Eyes Only, yourself, this
would, of coursa, includs also the communicator who would have

sncrypted it, necessarily?

Mr., Hedgman. One communicator in Washington and one in -
Mr. Wides. Well, raturn --

Hudgman. =~- in Kienshasa or Leopoldville at that

Mr. Wides. Wa will raturn in a momant to how yon

Pho

dispatched communications back.

Py
L1

How, at some point shortly thareaftar, someons

‘
™ a

arrive from Washington whom you latar detarmined was

i

massenger referred to in tha cable, i8 that correct?

7

Mr. Hadgman. That's correct.

Mr. Wides. And in terms of placing that visit, is 1t
correct that you, your bast baliaf is it was in the sacond weak
.d Saptember or thurmabouts?

Mr. Hedgman. I would sgay thereahouts, but again, I have
tried to think, triued to pln down a date on this, and 1 cannet,
sir.

Mr. Wides. Dut you place it in terms of --

Mr. Nadgman. I place {t in terms of an apartmant which

210 01t St 3 L Wasnengton, © C. 20003
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I rented, and I bsliave that I Fented that apartmant in fairly

84arly Septesmber,

Mr. Wides. And it was not too long aftar you had rented

1it that this person came?

[ Mr. Hedgman, vYas, Yas. Wh
Could we hold on?

Mr, wideai Yas.

Mr. Hedgman. Yeah. Ysah. CGkay. I was ramembaring ancths

meating in that apartment, and I was able to ldantify, pin down
!

thea time of that meating, ag -~

Mr. Wides., Who was the massanjer who arrived?
- ]
ledgman. ? Mr. Sidney Gottlieb. |
R

P Dl ———
L o

Wides. And at that timas, You knew who he was?

Hedgman. I recognizad him as an officar of the

" Mr. Wides. DBy nama, or on-site, or both?

Mr. Hedgman. On-sita.

Mr. Widas. And by name or not?

Mr. Hledgman. I do not recall whathér I knew his nams,
i suspact 1 did, but I cannot reafflrm that.

Mr. Wides. Did you know what offica hae worked in, or digd
hs hava to tell you that?

Mr. Hadgman, I balleve that 1 knsw, but this was not with

great cortaintly, that hue vorked in thae what was then callad

TSD, Technical Ssrvices Division. I did not know what part of

TOP SECRET
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Mr, Wides. po ¥You recall how he indicated to you that
he was the parson rafarred to in the cable we have just
discussed?

Mr. Hedgman. I cannot ba absolutely certain, but t
believe that he refarred to the fact that I had raceived 4
Messags and that ha was the person concerned,

Mr. Wides. And d{4 You meet him at the airport, or did
he --

Mr, liadgman. No.

Mr. Wides. What ware the circumstances under which you

first mut?

Mr. Hedgman. It swems ridiculous, under the clrecumstancas

that I cannot Pin this down.

{Pauga)

Mr. Wides. Can wa Just first go through your fecollection

u of being with him?

,E Mr. Hedgman. 1 don't ramambar wWhather he cama to the

” Embassy and asked to speak to me, whethar I met him as he came
|

%-out of the Fmbassy. It is conceivable that I tould have bean
ltold date and tima, place, to meet him.
Mr. Wides. You don't recall --

HMr. Hedgman. I don't recall.

Mr. Widas. -- makinqg 4Ny arrangemaents for his baing

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Hadgman. No, I did not.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall where he stayad while he was in

Laopoldviila?

Mr. Hedgman. I balieve he stayad only one night, 1 am
not sure of thuﬁ, and I think he stayed at the hotel.

Mr. Wides. The main hotal in Laopsldvilla?

Mr. Hedgman. At the Memaling (?), if hae could qet a room.
Rooms wars hard to gat. Ha could concaivably have stayad at
My apartmant, i{f he stayad.

Mr. Wides. And your conversations with him all took placa
’ in the apartment that you had recently rented?

Mr. Hedgman. It took pPlaca in my paraonal apartment which
I had rscantly rented.

Mr, Wides. Off tha racord,

{Discussion off the racord.)

Mr. Wides. Could you tell us, starting from what you
Temahber as the wvarliest or the first discussions you had, in
Esubstanca what messaqe@g;:mcottliugﬁbrouqht you and thae

= -
«nsuing conversation?

. Mr. Hedgmin. It is my ruecollectior that he advided ma,
or my Instructions wers, to eliminata Lumumba.
Mr, Wides. Bpny eliminate, do you mean 4asassinate?
Mr. ledgman. Yes. 1 would 84y that was tha, that was

I understanding of the primary means., 1 don'e think it was

probably limitad to that, 1if thers was some other way of doinq

TOP SECRET
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Mr, Widea., of doing what?
Mr. Hedgman., OQf ramaving him from a poasition of political

threat,

Mr. Wides. Was thars realistically any way in which he

was not a threat =s& long as ha remained alive in ths Congo?

Mr, Hadgman. Oh, yes. I think if ha had been arrested
@ somathing like that by the  Congolesa officials, in my own

mind, that would have baen, would havey achieved it.

Mr. Wides. And what didzr?ﬁ.—. Gottlieb;{ndicate with reqard

—_— P

to the possibility of physically eliminating him?

Mr. Nedgman. It was my undarstanding that that was
P robably expected of ma.

Mr. Wides.  VYeasn,

And what did he tall you with regard to how that might bhe
accomplishad?

Mr. Hedgman. Well, T think he -- cartainly, as you are
awares, ha brought soma bilological agents, I assume thet that';
the correct word. But in any casam, polisonous agants witﬁ him,
‘which he passed to me.

As 1 racall, he brought them with him., That's not
absolutely caertain, but qulte p;obabla, in my opinion, .that he

had hand~carried them.

Mr, Daron. These were lethal blological substancesa?

Mr. Haedgman. Yes. That was my understanding, as a
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non-expert. However, in thinking {t over, I bslisva that [ --
thare was -~ this was not a4 sine qua non that 1 amploy. thias,
If thers ware another method, another way, it would have bean
nccaptablq.

It was also my recollaction, lat me just try and ¢hink for
4 moment here -- I can't remembar whera I was qoing. [ had a

point I wanted to maka.

Wall, £1f it comas back, I will think of it.

Mr., Dawson. Would it halp you to hava her resad back that
portion where you wure just teeélfyinq?

Mr. Hedgman. I don't think 80,

Anyway, the biological substance, or apeclmens, what have
You, I think it was up to my judgment, and if thare ware a
better way -- certainly, the point I now recall was in no way,
if I implamentad_thaae instructions, no way could 1t be traced
back to the United States. It had to be a way which could not
be traced back to the Unitad Statea, selthsr to an American or
the United States government.

Mr. Widea., With ragard to the materials, you said {¢ is

"your bast reccllection that ha brought thom with him?

Mr. lledgman. I bulieve ha did.
Mr. Widoa. Yos.

Do you recall having a discussion with him about thae

materials as to how to uas them and what tracaes they would

and the lika?
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Mr. fedgman. I recollect discussing uses of them,
Mr. Wides. Do You rucall having tha ~= were there zl1so,

in eddition to the lethal agaents themselves, relatad Paraphena 14

one {Ares 03] SA4-B000

such as a maask, or gloves, or a syringe?

ladgman. It ia my best recolléction there Ware rubber

a4 mask and a sYTringw,

Wides. Is {t your recollection that thesse did not
arrive bafore Er. Gottlieb cama; that is, you did not have
materiala arriving at the Station and yoursslf wondering what
they were all about prior to Mr. Gottliab's arrival?

Mr. lladgman. That i{s corract. I do not buliaeve theay

.o .. o
came prior to 'Mr, Gottlieb's larrival.
¢ - la

LR

LY

)AUI.

! Mr. Wides. Do you recall while You ware discusaing this

! with him that you had {n front of You some of the paraphanalia

-
C wARD &

~

g uch as the syringe, or thas mask, or the glovas, that they

; were there with you?
Mr. Hedgman. I believe we did.
Mr. Wides. And he was thers for only one night?
Mr. Hedgman. That's my recollection, but that im far

“f rom Bura.

[ Ay

Mr. Wides. Or onu or twe nights?
Mr. Hedgman. Yas. 1It's far from -~ I -~ that's my
recollection, but I would not wish to affirm that.

Mr. Wides. So either he brought tham with him or thay

410 Furar Stewt, $.0. Warningion, B.C. 20003

would have had to arriva e3suntially simultaneocusly with his
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vislt in ordsr for You and him to have had them essentislly
with you while ha was discusseing: them, 1is that right?

Mr. iladgman. Yes, I baliave, as ‘I stated, that he brought
them with him or --

Mr. Widea. oOr {f they, Iif he 4id not, that thay would
have arrivad while ﬁe was there? In othar worda, arae ¥ou mors
cartain that they were thare at tha time you had the d{scussions
with him'~-

Mr. Hedgman. Yas.

Mr. Wides. -- than you ars that ha brought them, evan
though it i3 your bast baliaf that hs did?

Mr. Hedgman. I baeliasve he brought tham,

Mr. Dawson. Do you recall his giving fou any inatrucéions
on their handling, the reason that vou had rubbar glovag?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes. I recollect that I told him that 1
didn't know anything about tha handling of such things.

Mr. Dawson. And do you recall what he told You about

Mr. Hedgman. No, I don't really.

Mr, Dawson. Did he say to yoﬁ that in order to handle
this substance you had to have the .rubbar gloves on?

Mr, Heodgman. That's an aasumption I have mads as a result
d my recollsction that there wers rubber gloves. But I canpot
bas sure.

Mr. Wides, Let me 90 back to the atatement that you madsa
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that there was mors than one agent.

Do you racall detinito;y that there was mors than one?

Mr. Hedgman. fThat ig my racollection, yss, sir,

Mr. Wides. Now, do You mean by that there was more than
One dosage, or mores thap one vial or pill of the same king of
lsthal agent, or that therse weras sevaral differsnt kinds?

Mr. Hedgman. I baliave thers wars two or mors lethal
aganta, types of lathal adanta,

Mr. Wides. Do you recall him mentioning the worq
botuliam at ai}? Does that ring a bell?

Mr. Hedgman. 1 cannot ba cartain of that.

Mr. wWides. Do you recall --

Mr. Hedgman, I think that it is posstible, but I cannct
be cartain.

Mr., Wides._ Does it ring some sort of a ball?

Mr. Hedgman. Dotulism rings a bull, but I am not -- 1
know what it is, therefore it is, thers 1is an Aqgatha Chris¢e
murdar mystery hasad on it, or something 1ike that.

Mr. Wides. bo You racall whather soms of tham wars

“poisons in the nature of cyanide ard thae lika, or whathar thuy

walu all reprusented to ba biological adenta; that i3, & virys
Or a deadly germ of soma sort?

Mr. Nadgman. 1 ballsve they ware biclogical agants,

Mr. Wides. Do you recall whuthar any were refarred to a=

a virus?
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Mr. Hedgman. No, I do not, eir. I don't know. Thers
may have besn.

Mr. Wides. Since thare‘wara diffqrcﬂt typas. I would -
infer or assume that thare was some discussion as to why you
might usm one or the othar in the firat attempt?

Mr. Hedgman., T balieve --

Mr, Wides. What can you recall of that?

Mr. Hadgman. 1 balisve that I asked or raisad the polint,
and again, I cannot confirm this with absoluta certainty, but
I believe I raised the point that polsons left traces in the
human body, which could ba found on autopsy, and that I balieve
that I was assured that these agents, I'm qoing to refer to tham
a3 that becauss I don't know ths correct term, tarminology --

Mr. Wides. Lethal, thess aras lethal agaents?

Mr. Hedqmug. Lathal agents, would be normal traceas tounsl
in people that dia of cartain dissasas.

Mr. Wides. And this would have beun with Tegqard to all
of thum or only ona of them?

Mr. lledgman. That's why I heaitated on the botulism,
‘because that would fFit, of coursa.

Mr. Wides. Was this assurance qglvan in regard to all of
them, or ona in particular?

' Mr. Hedgman. 1 cannot be absolutaly cartain of that,
believe all of them, but I --

HMr. Wides. Well, wouldn't you have asked which ona you
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should use, or whather thera was any different among them ip

terms of preferanca from tha point of viaw of affactiveness or

ease of use, or would You have just besn laft essentlally closind
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YOUr eyes and picking onea? Wouldn't You have had soma digcys-
sion?
Mr. Hadgman. I would think so. But I cannot -- don‘t

balieva I can Pin this down.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall any discussion wlthjhr. Gottlieb
s p
as to differancas in the mathod of admini{stration, preferrad
method of administration?

Mr, Nedgman. I remember thare wan a raferance to putting

one of them in posaibly toothpasts which would bs usgd.

Mr. Wides. How would that he accomplishad, with a

-
]
o
Y
@
&
&
I
E

syringe, or =--

Mr. Hedgman. I don't reamamber. I think so.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall sbacifically that three was a
8yringe as part of the equipmant?

! Mr. Hedgman. 1 believas thure was, but I sure wouldn't

19 latake my life on it. But 1f I gald I helieve thera was a
i

t )

a¢ 1-8yrings, that's my }acolluctiop.

i

|

‘ Mr. Widea, How, just to 90 back for a moment, you said
i

before that he said that Your instructions ware {f possibia to
aliminate Lumumba, and that You thought that one possiblae way

or the way he was particularly addrassing was in the senss of

AL0 Ferrr Strowt, 3L, Worhungmon, [ £

assaagination?
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Mr. Nedgman. That's corract,

HMr. Wides. I take it that once you started discussing
these lethal agants, thers was no doubt i Your mind that the
kind of elimination ha was there particularly to discuss WaSs
killing Lumumba?

Mr, Hadgman. Thare was no doubt {n my mind that this wag
one of thae way, and probably what thay thought was the only way
that would work. But as the Chief of Station, I still, aven

though a junior Chisf of Station, I had & cartain amount of

frasdom of choica, I falt, at the tims,

In other words, Particularly sinca tha emphasis was that
it could not be traced back to tha U.S. governmant Or the
United States,

Mr. widea. pid You Bsea -~

I'm sorry.

Hr. Baron. The purposu of designing a lethal aaqant that
left tha tracaes of a normal diseaéa'rnther than a poleon was
axactly that, wasn't {¢?

Mr. Hadgman. Yas, I would assumy 8o,

Mr. Baron. To avold =--

Mr. Hedgman. 1t soems to My that was ony of the points
that came cut,

Mr. Baron. To avoid attribution to the United Statss?

Mr. Hadgman. To avoid attribution, really.

Mr. Wides. Dld you ses any of the paraphsnalia, do you
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Tacall, that is apart from juat & Package that was never op&ned,

did you ever at that time, did youmea & mask or gloves?

Mr. Hedgman. It {g my racollection that I did, but T
cannot be absolutely csrtain of that.
Mr. Daron. Was this a surgical gauze mask?

Mr. Hadgman. It i{s my recélloction, I have that racollac-

tion, and yet I could not -- I am baing asked to swear to thia,

of course, and I swear that it is my racollection.
Mr. Wides. Do you rscall that the matarials wara in liquiQ
form, in a vial or bottla, or ~-
Mr. Hedgman. I do not racall, sir.
Mr. Wides. ©Dut I assuma, if Your bhast recollection is

thure was discussion of a syringe, ' that prasumably {t was in

liquid form?
Mr. Hedgman. I would assume 8o,

Mr. Widas, Or something that would bs turned into a

| liquid.
J Mr. Hedgman. I would assume 80, but T honestly cannot
tell you what form they were in.

Mr. Wides. .And your best rgcollection was thers werg two

or three or morwe?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes, two or thraas.

Mr, Widus, Dider. héétﬁiab’indiécta to yYou, was there
. b

any reference to the prior use or attempted use of these aqunts

for the sams purposa of assassination, to his knowledge, by the

TOP SECRET
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Agency?

Mr. Hedgman. To my recollection, he did not rafer to any

Past use cr knowledgae of such.

Frone |Aess 205} bl -EO00

Mr. Wides. Did he rafar to any Prospactive or posmible
USa alsewhure in ths world?
Mr. Hedgman. HNot to my reccllection, I don‘'t believa he

It would not hava bean normal for him to dlscuss that with

Mr, Wides. no you rucall, by any chanca, the name of
Castro coming up in thae course of thig?

Mr. Hedgman., Almost Certainly it 41{d not.

3

Mr. Wides. Now, with ragard to tha possaibility of other

means, first with ragard to tha poasibilley of othar maeans of

-
RO & FAL

killing Lumumba, did You diacuss with him any other ways of

“hea

arrunging Lumumba‘s death .othar than using these lethal agants,
such as shooting, or =-
Mr. Hedgman. I think I may well have suqgestad that ag

4 possibiliity, shooting.

Mr. Wides. Did you discuss with him specifile othar ways

*

!
"of trying to eliminate him as a political threat, or {g {¢

simply your assumption that 1f you had found soma other way,
that might have baan an alfarnatLVQ option for you?

Mr. Nedgman. Would You raephrass that question, or repeat
1

ie?

L)

Mr. Widea. YOu sald' that Your understanding was that

TOP SECRET
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your instructiopns Ware to aeliminate Lumumba, and ¢hat one way

of doing this, which was discuasad in concrata form, and whipy

You wera givan the maans for, was killing him or arranging hig

death, but that that was only ona pPossibiliey,

-

Did|you discuss, ip fact, with?nr. Gottliebiany Other ways
T e——
of sliminating Lumumba , non-lethal ways?
Mr. |ledgman, 7 Mmay well -- non-lathal ways?

Mr. Wides, Yas.

.

Mr. Hedgman., I cannot racall with Cartainty on that, It
is my recollection that he was, either was or wasa vary shortly
theraaftar| vnder the protection of ths United Hatlons in the
Prime Minfistar'sg combination fuaidence and offica. Certainly
he was there after 14 Septamhar.

Mr. Baron. Just o clarify this, the means of -.

Mr. Hedgman. 1960,

Mr. wWides. Lat him finish the anaswer. 1 don't know {f
that is fully responsiva.

What is vour bast recollection as to whether You did or

d1d not discusa any othar way of eliminating Lumumba other than
'asa;ssination?

Mr. Hedgman, I cannot give you a3surance. I hpye
tried to go |back in my mind on that.

Mr. Widas. vYou can't recall ona way or tha othar?

Mr. Hedgman. I cannot racall opa way or the othar for

certainty. I know that .it -- Somewhare along the line in thare,
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I thought of shooting as a possaiblility, but whathar I discussad
P .

i1t with Dr. Gottlieb,.I am not sura.
L

Mre Wides. Waell, I understand that {s a possibllity that

nans {Ases FBT] Y44 400D

You discussed othur means of arranging his dsath, or You may
hava discussed other msany of arranging his death --

Mr. lladgman. I may have.

Mr. Widas. -~ than use of agents, but aarlisr you asaid

You considered your instruction to be asliminating him, and that

one posaibility was through his dsath, but thare wera other

possibilities. And I am asking you now whether you recall

discussing any non-lethal ways to eliminate him as a political

threat wlth!%r. Gottli?é;in conna;tiOn with your instructions?
Mr. lledgman. I cannot ba cartaln that I did, afr,

Thers obviously was the possibility that his Congolass political

o
2
o
-
L]
K]
L 1
<
&
by

enemies would galn control of him in some manner, gst him in

thair, under their control, in which case ha would have bean

e e 4w A ey e

neutralized.

Hr. Wides. But in ragard to your {nstructions to de what
You could to eliminate the threat, with ragard to acticn that
T you wéuld takes 45 the Station Chief, T take it all you discus;
sad with Dr. Gottlisb ware maans of arranging his death from thq
point of view of what you could do?

Mr. lledgman. I cannot affirm that,

Mr. Wides, But you don't recall discussing anything

210 F it Streei, S0, Worthungrar, D L 206803
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Mr. Hedgman. Ho.
Mr. Wides. Now, what was your first raaction whun}br.

1 o -

Gottlia?iiwhan {t first. bacama cleaaf to you what Dr. Gottliab/
was discussing with you in regard to --

Off the racord.

{blacusalon off ths racord.)

Mr. Wldas. BRack on tha racord.

What was that last quastion?

{The Reporter raead back tha last question.)

Mr, Wides, <~ afforts to kill Patrice Lumumba?

Mr. ledgman. I would say great surprise. I don’t know
whethsr shock would bhe th; word. It's a little hard to recollact
one's emotions, but it was an emotional, an emotional reaction,
1 think.

Mr. Wides. Did you raise with him the question of

authorization of such instructions to you?

Mr. ledgman. Yes, I did. That's my quite strong recoil-

‘1ection, that 1 did.

Mr. Widas, Wnat do you recall in e3sssnca was what you
.said to him? |
N
Mr. Hedgman., In wssance, T think I must havae, and again
this is, I am quessing as to what my wording was, must have
pointed out that this was not a common Or usual Aqancy tactic,

and ! may have probably said that I naver haard of it helng

done, which I thad not, nevaer in my training or pravious work in
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the Agancy had I «vulr heard any refersncas to such, in my,

racollection at laast, such mathods. And it {s my racollection
1 askad on whose authority these instructions wera issusd.
Mr. Widas. And what did Mr. Gottlleb reply?

Mr. Hadgman. It is my racollection that hae {dentitied

the Presidant, and I cannot =-- the Prasident of the inited
Statas -- and I cannot recall whethar he sald “the Prealdent.”
or whather he jdantified him by nama.

Mr. Wides., But it is your best recollection that ha sald

something mors speclfic than highest authority. that is, the

Preaident, or the White Housa, or President FEisenhower?

Mr. Hadgman. I want to gut this ona right, because I
realize it'a important.

Mr. Widas. Lat's atart, axcusa me, let's -start with the

most basic question.

Is it your recollaction that he cleariy told you it was
an authority higher than the niyecto;_of the CIA?

Mr. Hadgman. 1°'m not sure that ha put ié that way. A3
i said, I bslievae -~

1r. Wides. Dut 1 dop't mean that has usad those words,
but is it cleuar --

Mr. lledgman. That was my understanding, that iv --

Mr. Wides. That ig was highar than tha Director?

Mr. Hcdqmun} Yas.

Mr. Widas. Can YoOu recall whether he gaid “the Prasident”

TOP SECRET
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or "Prasident Elsenhowuer?”
Mr. Hedgman. I cannot recall whather ha just sald, whathss

he sald “the Prasident” or whether he said "President Eisanhow-

ar.

Mr. Wides, But it was ond of thosa two, is your hast
recollection?

Mr. Hedgman. I would say almoat certainly, but not -
{n other words, I am at ahout the sscond level of affirmation
hara.

Mr. Widas. If not that specific ==

Mr. Hadgman. It was my undarstanding Lt was the
Prusidant, Yas.

Mr. Wides. And did he also, apart from what You would

have inferred would be implied by that, did ha also say in any
way something that referred o {t being approved by the Dirscteor
of the Agancy?

Mr. lledgman. F bhave triad to go Pack in my mind on that,
and 1 think, I believa-— but agalin novw, this one, it's pratty

1cose in my mind -= jt was somsthing tO the effect that tha

‘president had ipstructed the Niractor.

Mr. Widas., Your undsratanding then was that thesus
instructions wWaTIa instructions comling to you from the offlce
of the Prasidant? -

Mr. Hedgman. That's corract.

Mr. Widea. Or that he had instructed the Agancy, and they

TOP SECRET




ware passed on to you?
Mr. Hedgman. That's right.

Mr. Dawson. You are not the lsasat unclear whather or
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not you cama awara with a very clear impressicn that the presi-

dent's nama had ba«n invoked in some fashion?

Mr. Hadgman. Yas. I cama == certainly that is my
recollection.

Mr. Dawson. You have no doubt about that?

Mr. Wides. At tha time?

Mr. lNedgman. At the time I certainly falt that I was
under instructions from the Prusidant, vesn.

Mr. Wides. All right.

Mr. Dawson. You were less cartain as to whether or not

rl
2
1
L]
[1:]
[3
4
&

the Director of Central Intelligence's name wWas invokad as

authority?

Mr. Hedgman. Bacause the other One seamad higher, and --

Mr. Dawson. Okay.

Mr. Hedgman. And I think in my own mind I could not
imagins tha Agency taking such action without clearing lt with

i
the President.

Mr, Wides. Do you recall asking somathing to thes effect

wesmmgion, B, J000]

of whara did this hrilliant idea come from, or who had such a

!killiant {idsa?

I
|
|
]

a10 Fuat Srrer, 2.6

Mr. liedgman. I think I made & commant like that

yestarday, but I am pnot sure those Walg my words at all. I thinL
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I was -- 1 was baing a bit facetious in that sense yestsrday
when 1 said that, but, I mean, I think @ asked why, who.

Mr. Wides. And your bast racollection then is ha said in

Py (Rras 3017 Sib 4000

I
[uffact, ths Prasident, that is, he sald elthar tha Prasident or

| Presidant Eisenhowsr has insﬁrucﬁed or told the Director that
Eithis is what I8 wanted?

Mr. Hudgman. 1 think he gaid toid the Diractor. This is
{ mean, aftar all, tha Presidant would pot pick up the phone
and dial{@?. GottlijéEund say, hey, L'Ve got a little job for

you.

! Mr. Pawson. Though it may be an assumption on your
1
]

12|§part --

13 Mr. lledgman. That's right. I am -= Yé&3.

wawD B PaAUL

14 Mr. Dawson. But you are claar as far as the frasident
15 [l has told you to do thia?

Mr. Haedgmarn. GCantlamen, after £iftman years I cannot be

1

| 100 parcent certain, but I hava always, since that date, had

'
b

the impression in my mind that these'drdurs had coms foom the

Prealdent.

i
i? Mr. Wides. And your imprassion, your racollection is at
s Ay

that tima, after your discusaion with|Dr. Gottllah, that you thun,
. N ——t

[
ilut that time, had the very clear impression that thesg were
i

5 f , Wevhneion, O £ ropold

i{pstructions from the Prasident?

1D Faeat prreel,

Mr. Naron. In your mind, is it more likely that Gottlieb -

“r. ladgman., Ye&s, sir. i
1
I
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usad the words "the Prasidant™ or "Presldent Fisenhower™ than

it {s that ha used soms esuphemism?

Ia that correct?

Mr., ltadgman. I bslleve that is so.

Prgms {Sres 2071 444000

Mr. Wides. That is your best rscollectlon?

Mr. liadgman. That is my bast racollaction.

Mr. Widas. With regard to what you undarstood your
instructions to be, is it a falr summary to say that your
lustructions wera to detarmine in what way you could usg thase
agents, with the posslhbility that you might think of a batter
way in your mind, but that 1f you could use thase &gants to
assassinate Lumumba in a way which would not inrplicate tha

United Status, that you wars undar inatructions to do so?

P
>
4
Py
*
o
a
x
F

Mr. Hedgman. I would qualify that slightly. I would

—

qualify it in that in operaticns normally you naver usa greater

force or greater effort than ig necassary to accomplish the

purpose, 1 would think, and I think 1 thought at the time, that
if there were soma way that he could ba ramoved from & pesltlon
of powar and threat which we, most of us thought was a threat

‘to the Unlted States by him, that that would havue bsan satis-

-

factory.

Howaver, it was clear that psonla waers thinking in terms

of his physical removal by the equipment 1 was givan, the

agents, the lethal aqunts which were given to ms.

Mr. Wides., Well, ware you not fmpressad with the fact

TOP SECRET
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that somsona in the Agsncy had jitarally arrived at your door-
.step with lethal means and indicated that the Prasldent had

instructed the Agency to diract Lumumba‘'s removal, and that it

Pges (Area FOTS b AODD

wag in that connection that he was arriving with these lethal
moeans?
Hadgman. ©Oh, yes.
Mr. Wides. Well, I taka it --
Mr. Hodgman, This was not & common OCCurfence.
Mr. Wides. I take 1t you thought yéu had nqthority to
usue tham, and that had you dones so thae naxt day, or vary shortly

thareaftarwarda, that that was cieariy within the authority

-— wall, off the raecord.

ot

-
"o AP

{Discussion off the rycord.]

-

Mr. Wides. Subsaquent to your discussion with ﬁg.

W

Gottlicb: did you seek confirmation of the instructions that

—

he had given you by further communications with tha Agancy?

Mr. Hedgmap. In my recollection that I sent & maessage,

whether I ldentlfied fottliﬁbtbylnamu or not, 1 do not recall,

1
19 g but that 1 asked for some form of confirmation that he was the

P h‘propur messanqger and that his instructions were --
o

(ol X ]

“Mr. Widws, Correct?
Mr. Hedgmapn. Were corruct.
Mr. Widas. Did you recailva a rasponse to that magsaga?

Mr. Hedgman. 1 == bafore 1 continua, I would say that

S10 Pt Srveet, 3.0, Wanington B <

this is tha best of my rucolluction that 1 sent such a measaqe.
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Mr. Widss. VYsa. Wall, sxcuss me, did you --
Mr. Hedgman. I cannot, I cannot affirm absolutalf and

positively, but I have a recollection that I sent such a

message.

Mr. Wides. Do you have a fairly strong recollaction that

aftar spoaking to}Gottliab;Lbacausa it involved such a momantous
: o
i3sua, that you fult in nend of some furthar guldance of
confirmation?

Mr. ladgman. Yes. I was worried about it.

Mr. Widas. And tha most likely coursa for you to hava
taken would have baan to Baek confirmation by cable? I take
it you don't recall any ruquast in & facs to face axchange with

any Agancy person for confirmation?

Mr. Hedgman, That's corruct. There was nd face to face,

other than my discussions with}ﬂr. Gottliabti

i

Mr. Wides. And your recollection, although you are not

certain, is vou sent a cahle sesking conflrmation?

Mr. Hedgman. That's correct.

Mr. Wides. Do you have a recollection of recelving a
 response to that?

Mr. lledgman. Again, & rucollsction, but I baliave 1
rucaived a replf which I intarpretted to mean Yes, that he was
the messsngaer and his {inatructions were, wers lsgal inntructions
{n the sense of belng -- lugal, of course, would not be &

correct -=

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Wides. Duly authorized?
Mr. Hadgman. Duly authorizad.

Mr. Wides. Now, after you received them, at least after

you recaived that confirmation, is it correct that you falt YyOUu

had the authority thanceforth to use thesa lathal aqants tO
ansanslnzte Lumumba and that had you dons 80 any time thersafter|
it would have beean within the authority of your instructions?

Mr. Hedgman. 1 think so, but 1t is possible., and I cannot

I have thought about this & good deal last night. It is possi-

ble that the jnstructions may have baen that I was to axplore

thase whara avallabla, but I was to get tinal contlirmation

peforu -- I cannot bs 100 psrcant surae,.

Mr. Wides. Are you raising that as a possibllity without
any recollection of that at all? Is that what you ara doing

in regard to this last statsmant?

Mr. Hedgman., Yes, I suppose that's it. I don't have a
o
I Eirm recollectlon.

“ Mr. Wides. You don't have any?
1

W

{

1 #r. ledgman. I have trisd to detarmine in my own mind
i
1 whether 1 had an absolute free hand at that tima.

I
" Mr. Wides, Well, let*s take it one step at a time.
l Do you hava any recollection of any messaqa during

o -

wicottlieb‘fjdiscussion with you or thereaftar in effact putting a‘
(. -

ﬂ hold, having a sort of a go, no-990, hold on your use aof tha

polsona? Do you have any rucollection of that?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. lledgman. I do not, but may I add there, I kn

1 sent several messages about potantial access.

Mr., Wides, Yas.

Mr. Hedgman. Which makes me think ==

Mr. Baron. Potential access to Lumumba?

Yus, which makes ma think I was parhaps

Mr. Hedgman.

supposad to clear 1t.

Mr., Wides. Could thosa also simply have heen prograss

reporta, aven if there was no hold?

That's possibla, Yes.

Mr. Hedgman.

Mr. Wides. And do you have a racollection, although not

s claar one, that in fact you thought {t was up to you at that

| point and that you could go, Lf you thouqht the situation was

correct?

Mr. Hedgman.

{ think I probably thought I had it, but I cannot absolutaly

confirm that, sir.

Mr. Wides.

tion that you thought you had it, and you have no racollaction

vou simply canno® be, you are

oy thinking thera was a hold?

not absolutely cartalin that you thought you had & G0 «ahaad,

{s that a falr summary of your testimony?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes, 1 think that would be corract.

Mr. Wides. Now, do you raecall, and I am coming back to

the me3saqus in a momant, do you racall gomatimu in the

(3
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baginning of Octobar, when niﬂg. Justin O'Donnalllnrrivad.at
the Station? .

Mr. Hedgman. T don't racall the time, but 1t was parhaps,
it would hav; beun abouE that time.

Mr. Wides., Was it saveral weaks afterkﬁr. GottIL;;T:
arvival?

Mr. Hedgman. I cannot put a timaframs within weeks
1 would have guusssd yas.

My, Wides. Was it clearly after Dr. Gottlleh%

Mr. ladgman., Yas.

Mr. Widea. 1 bsliava you indicatad to us in preliminary
Aanussions that you had sOme intimatlon or anticipation that
his arrival -- strike that.

Am 1 correct that you had soms knowladqge ha wWas going to

arriva bafors ha appearad; that {s, by name you knesw that he

was coming to th; Station before he actually physically got
thera?

Mr. Hedgman. I hbulieve thaé ia corract.

Mr. Wides. And 1 balieve you indicated ysstarday in
_preliminary discussions with us that in antlcipatina his
arrival, you had soma impression that ha was to aid in the
removal or the elimination of Lumumba, ls that corruct?

Mr. Hedgman. I don't balliave -- I may have migstated
nyaaii 1f I sald that yenatesrday. 1 thlpk it was more whaen he

arrived that [ was advised of that.
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Mr, Widea., I sesn.

Mr. lladgman. Thare may have baan & maessags in that

channel indicating that he was arriving, which would have made
me think that he was related with it. I cannot be certain.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall {ndlcating to us ysstarday
that when he arrived initially ona thought you had was that
parhaps you wWare going to be replaced as Statlon chief, in your
first job aa Station Chief, because you had bewn dragging your
fast, or not actling axpaditiously anough on Lumumba?

Mr. Hedgman. 1 racall saying that yastaerday.

‘Mr. Wides. What 1s your recolluctlon today?

Mr. Hadgman. Put it -- may 1 go off the racord a momant?

Mr. Wides. Yes.

{biscussion off the racord.)

Mr., Wides. Let's go back on the record.

Let mw phrase the quastion this way, Mr. Hedgman: whesn
Mr. O'Donnell arrived, I take it as a gomewhat junior Station
Chiuf, and in your first job a8 a Station Chiaf, that you

considersad whethar thers was dissatisfaction with your handlina

Hof the job, or the nesd for mora experienced personnal thera,

is that correct?

Mr. Hedgman. 1T think that ls possibly true.

Mr. Wides. tow, do you recall whether ona of the
thoughts that want through your mind was that parhaps tha

i

Headquarters was, tha Agency was disaatisflad with foot-draqﬂinni

TOP SECRET.




or the lack of action on your part in implementing |Dr. Gottlieb'
{nstructions? Was that ona of the thoughts that want through

your mind as ..far as you can racall?

Pogne (Rros 2071 444500

Mr. Hedgman. I cannot say that with certainty now. It

is very posaible.

Mr. Widss. Do you have any racollaction that that want
through your mind aven if you can't be cartaln?

Mr. Hedgman. To rupeat, that ha --=

My, Wides. That you thought ~-

Mr. Hedgman. That I thought that they were dissatisfiad
with my handling of that?

Mr. Wides. DNecause you had not yet eliminated Lumumba
or takun further steps to do 807

Mr. Hledgman. I just can't, I just would like to back off

..I
]
o

Y
a

a
1
4

*

that one bscause I cannot be certaln. I knew that obviously

they had sent a man who had much more sxpsriancs than 1, and

yet it was clearx that he was working - for me, pacause [ was
uot reliovad as Chief of Station. Thay would never have sunt

him there undar me and then awitchad the positions.

Qo)

Mr. Widwes. Prior to his coming -- to raturn now te the
paricd when you sent the confirmation, requeat for conflrmation
do you racall alugging 1t back through a partlcular channsl?

Mr. ledgman. Thers was some special channel, and I --

210 Fast Stoeer, b0, Worhuiaion, [-X 4

bucauss it was handlad d{fferently than any other normal

mussagu. For axample, it was not put on & reqular cahle form,
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which, you know, you have saveral coples for your various

files. And it was my racollection that T personally carried

the massage to the communicator to encrypt, and that was worded

By {Brgs FOTY 4484000

" in a double-talk way that avan the communicator would not
necassarily know what it was about.
Mr. Wides. If your communication to tha Headquarters and

thaeir communicatlon back wars in somawhat amblguous terms.

particularly your question, such as 18 the person, is this

| parson the messenger, and ars his instructlons accurate, and
|

if thae reply was essentlally yes to both quastions, how would
that have assured you that his invocation of Prasidential

authority was accurate, Or aven his invocation of the authority

PR

lo £ the Director wasg accurate without your indicating in your

I
wARD b

cable in some way what thea lpnstructions were?

Mr. Hedgman. I suppose that -~ I doubt that I would have

{ndicatsd in the cable the authority clted bacause of tha

nature of the instructions. Perhaps 1 was much more naive then
than many of us are now, but I assumad when 1 ruaceived instruc—}

tions that they cams, thuy Ware duly authorizad inatructlions.

sobOd

It was clear that the man =< I had racelvad thes me3saqe
that somecune was going to contact ms wlth instructions, which
was mosat unusual. I mean, why weren't thay sent in writing,

in other words, by cable or by dispatch. And it arrivad, and

it arrived, « man whom I rucoqaizad a3 an AGancy officer, and

410 Tont Breeer, 50, trphongton, DC.

he gavd4 me instructions. I went hack through thls vary apucial
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channle and said, you know, 1 don't remambar how I worded it

it was a doublatalk thing, but I came away, I wam convinced that

yes, it was right.

Pgnn (Arts FOT) Phs 400D

Now, there is no way I could know or ba absolutely certain|
{f those instructions emanated from the Presidsnt. but I, 1 took |
this perhaps as an act of falth. i

Mr. Widss. I undarstand.

When you ware discussing withiéf. Cott;ﬂ:éhdurinq his stay
of a day, parhaps ons OF two days, ;ﬁat alsa can You racall wae

discusased by ths twe of you?

Mr. Medgman. I don't have a recollectlon. I prohably

wanted to know about where my various friends were and what was

happening and the sort of gossip that gcas arocund.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall any discussion as to whether
Mr. Bissell was witting of this particular miasion or lmstruc-

tion?

Mr. Hedgman. I cannot be cgrtain of that. I think 1
would have assumed.

Mr. Wides. HNot baing certain, what is your best racolluc-

Jodod

as to whether his name cama up in raqard to the inutructiOnF?
HES
#r. Hadgmapn. T have no racollaction whather his nama

up. Cartainly I would have assumed that he would have

g Wearhimgren, OO

involved, and it i3 sntirely possible that his name didn't

830 F vt MRy, S

Mr. Wides. Do you recall any other names coming up besid

|
up. 1
)
i
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the referancs to ths white Housae and possibly the axprass

ruferunce to the Diractor, poasibly?

Mr. Hadgman, I don't palieve s0.

P - ¢ |Rras 0T o SO00

Mr. Widss. DO you recall Mr. Twgady's namwe coming up?

Mr. Hadgman. No, I do not. But it is entirely possibls
that it did, in that he was my direct chiaf.

Mr. Widss. Do you recall any othar aspscta of the

d iscussion, whather raslated to the misslon or not, in regard to

what his job was, what he was doing at that time, your problems
in thas Coago, or Mr. Lumumba‘s particular threat?

Mr. jledgman. 1 probably discussed with him what I saw to
| be & very sevara threat, sarious thrasat, 1 shouwld say, to

[
! y.5. position in Africa. It was my belief that the Soviets wure

mking a major affort to secure a hridgehead, toO taks over one

4
3
<

e
]

R}
&
«

2

of the two or threa largesat, anid potentially richast countrias

{in Africa.

]
i
Bl
'

i

M. Widws. Do YOou recall anything regqarding any discussich

reqgarding acCes3s that you then had? Now, 1 am raferring to your

)
.! B . '
h dlscussions withéif Gottlieb]ln the way of agents you might

\
Y-usu who might be able to prevent attribution toO Amarican and 5
b r :
Q so forth? ‘

. wahengror, O L 20003

4
l Mr. ladgman. 1 have & rucolluction, 1 hava a recollaction
|

that | cited oOnw agent's name, O perhaps not name, hut }

)

4

1 d escribed him as a psrson who would have accass. l
L)

| .
o5 H Mr. Wides. To Lumumba directly? !

236 Foyt Serest, SEL
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Mr. Hedgman. To probably have access to -- cartainly

would have accsss to Lumumba, and might bs able to use such

agents.

Mr. Widas. Was there any dlscusaion of instructing this
agent how onwe would go about instructing the agent to use the
lethal agents batween yoursalf nnd-gr. Gotgl}eb?

Mr. Hedgman. Probably, but I cannot be sura of that.
bscause I would -= I know I d4id not know how to uss them, 80
I must have asked how to usa theam.

Mr. Widss., Do You racall subsequent to your == lat me

go back.

How would you characterize, OF {f you can remamber the

substance of what you aald, what was youvr rgsponde to N

|iFottliub having been given these {nstructions, having been taken

somewhat aback, aceording to your testimony, having asked about

authority and having besn assured that it came from the White

=
louse, what was the essance of the responss that you qaveﬁi.;

| .
diﬁottlis?}that he would have brought back to Haadtjuarters nimself?

and agsaln I am saying 1 think, that I would explore this.

|
W Mr. lHedgman. I think that it was that I would axplore,
|

|

Mr. Wides, Did you give him any {ndication that you would
qot carry out the inatructions?

Mr. Hedgman. No, I don't balieve I sald that. put I
believe I pointed out that lt was -- 1t would be extramely

difficult to carry out thuse {instructions, mesting the critaria

TOP SECRET
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that we could no way be traced back to the United Statas.

Mr. Wides. Would it be a fair summary that he laft the

muating -- well, you can't teastify for hiﬁ == that it would

Smamy |Rns JOTE Shs-4500

have basn reasonable for him to laave the masting with the

impression that you would, if possible, carry out those

instructions?

Mr. Hedgman. I couldn't spaculate as to whathar he thought

1 would or not.

Mr. Widass., Dut would that hava besn & faly imprassion
for him to take away from your commants?

Mr. Hedgman, I think it would bs a fair impression that
he would take away the thought that 1 was qoinn to look {nto
it and try and fiqure 4f thara was a way, but 1 do ramambar --
1 shouldn't say remember == 1 hellave I stressed tﬁa difficulry

of trylng to carry out such an oparation!

Mr. Wides. But since he had given you ipatructions that

\

ithe President wanted this, would it have baen falr for him to

{carry away from your convarsation the understanding that if

i
Pou thought it could be dona, If you found a way. that it would

600 3

_Lthun go forward, you would then go forward?
Mr. Hedgman. Yas.
as I said earlier, I cannot be certain that 1 == that
hs would have gone away with tha idea that I would immediately

do 1t, or that I would suek further authorization.

|
i

E10 Faryt Steeer. § €. wachangton, B C H

Mr. Widaes. HNoOw, subsequant to the sanding of the requast [
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for confirmation, and the receipt of tha cable which you have

& recollection of, both confirming the {natructions, what

furthar steps did you take in the Congo, and what further
communications did you have with Hsadquarters reqarding the

misaion?

Lat's take that one step at & tima.
What furthsr steps did you take prior to{Mr. O'Donna}l*

c oming?

Mr. lladgman. 1 balieva that 1 quaried the agent who head

l

!

.

acceas to Lumumba, and his sntourage, in detail about just whatl

that access, what access ha actually had, as opposad to spcakin@
to people. In othur words, did ha have accysn to tha bathroom,I
did he hava accwess to the kitchan, things of that acort.

{ have a recollection of having queried him on that HlthOuL
specifying why I wantad to know this.

Mr. Wides. Did you take any other steps to find out the

pattarn of patrice Lumumba's activities as they might relate

to attempting to put thesu lethal agents ipnto food or roothpaste?

Mr. Hedgman. That's what I, in esssance, 1 think what I

i was doing there was =-- but without apeclfying why.
LY

b
i
Mr, Wides. pid you recall any other steps? What did you

do with the materials themsalvas?

Mr. Hadgman. As I rucall, I placed thum in tha hottom

! drawer of my safa, to which I had access.

Mr. Mides. No one elaa had the comblnation, or did anvon!

TOP SECRET
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elss have the combination to the safa?

Mr. ledgman. Yes, I belleve my secratary had the
combination.

Mr. Baron. Did you discuss this with your secretary?

Mr. lHedgman. I most certainly did not.

Mr. Wides. Was she in the habit of occasionally opening
tha safe rathur than yoursalf?

My, Hedgman. Yas.

Mr. Wides. Wwhat would havae happensd, or what ﬁ}d you
anticipate would happen, if ahe harl opened the safe and seen
thuse packagasa?

¥r. Hudgman. Well, 1 ballave they wera probably wrapped
or ssalad in an anvelops Or paper marked probably -- I put that,
and this is agaln probably —-- Lyes only., so for mysalf --

Mr. Widas. You didn't feel it necaessary to-indicnta to

her that thers ward somsa packages here and 1 don't want you to

cpen them or to look at them?

Mr. lledqman. If I sealed it and put Fyes Only on it,
she would not have.

Mr. wid%s. nid you send subsequent cables hack or havg
further communication with Headquarters after the requast for
conflrmation?

Mr. Hadgman, Yes. It §s my recollection I sant ssavaral,
two or thras, apmathing like that.

Mr. Wides. What was the suhstance of each of thosa?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Hedgman. 1 cannot give you the substance, I beliave
they wWere in the nature of prograss reports.

Mr. Wides. With ragard to your finding an access?

Prarg {Aras 207 3485000

Mr. lladgman. Yes,

Widea. Do you recall any cablas back from Headquarters
first one indicating the affirmation?
Mr. Hadgman. I balleve there was. 1f I had to bet money i
on this onwe, I would say, 1 would bet on the fact that thera
was at lsast ons or two more back to ma.
Mr. Wides. What is your best racollection &s to'the
natura of those?

Mr. Hasdgman. I don't really hava a racollectlion.

rucall. that thares wWas ons mor«, than one cable, more than

waSD & PauL’

two cables, the one saying that there is tha man coming. and

thers was tha one which 1 recall saying yes, that's riqhﬁ.

and you are to follow out his instructions or his instructions

are duly issued or something to the effect. And I baeliave there
was ona, one Or two Other cablas, but 1 don't have & racollsctiolh

of thair contents. Trobably quarying for further gxplanation,

{1-1:5 ]

‘put 1 cannct confirm that.

Mr. Wides., Let me ask you the following quastlon: You

ma if I am wrong, but I have a racollection that you at the tima

210 7 ent Seeewl, S L, Weavhongten, oc

thought you had the authority to go ahead with the use of the

have indicatad that, 1 Bulliave you have tastifiad, and corract \

lethal agents Lf you thought it could be dona within the quidsli‘en

TOP SECRET
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givan you. You have raissd the possibility, although you have
no racollection, that thare might have baen a hold and a naed

for further approval.

Porgeg | s ba FOTF) HA4-2000

; Is it fair to say that you understood that thls was well
]
inyond the exploratory stage as a concalvable option that the U.3
might takes, and that you undsrstoocd ‘that from the highest

!
authority, that is the Preaidsnt, thara werla instructions

to carry out the assassination of Lumumba if it could be dona

!without attribution, but that lleadquartars might have expected
1'soma indication from you of how you wara going to do it prior
l:to tha actual implaementation? I8 that a falr aummary of what
|

{iyou are tulling ua?

Mr, Hedgman. Will you respsat that? Could ahes --

8O A FauL

Mr. Wides. That you had recaived instructions from the

wa

higheat authority. that {s tha President, down through'the Agency

¢

{f that is possible, becauss of their concern about Mr. Lumumba
|

‘]to use lethal agents to assassinate him. hut that you might have

{
«you had ruteived the authorlty to do that, and there was a }
|

;direction to do it If possible, but that you might have sent back
|
"

'?to fleadquarters, in guarded language, an indication of how you

pbe dona in a feasible way hafore qgoing ahaad with {t.

Is that a falr summary?

Mr. nudqmaﬁ. 1 think probahly that I would have qons hack

210 ¥ eyt Sreaey 3B Wfunaten, D.C. J000)

!

4

l

l

tlwera going to go about it, or that you had decided that it could»
il

|

!

i

'

l

|

and advised that I intended to carry out and sought final
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approval before carrying it out had I been golng to do it, had

there bean a way to do it., I did not see it as a practical, as

a mattar whlch could be accomplished practically, certainly.

Fhoas (Aras F0F] $44-E000

Mr. Baron. As far as you were concarned, the policy
|
‘dacision had Lsen mads at Headquartars and in the Whita House .

6 L to assassinate Lumumba, and ths questions that remainad wars
7 ﬁ operational questions, ls that correct?

& Mr. liedgman., It is now my racollaction, somes fiftesn
years later -- and again I stress fiftasn years -- that 1
thought the policy daciaion had been mada in the Whita Houss,

not ln tha Agency, and that the Agency had been selected as

tha Exscutive Agent, Lf you will, to carry out a political

réiusn

decislion.

hnla L3

Mr. Baron. And any further communication --

-~

Mr. Wides. Excuse ma, please.

l Aud the political decision was if possible he should bea

Bl
1! aliminated?
I

k Mr. Hedgman. As a threat.
Wides. As a threat.
Haedgman. Assassination baing one means,
Wides. That had bean approved?
Hadgman. Of achieving == I felt at tha tima ==

Mr. Widaes. As a poliey matter?

Mr. Hedgman., Yes. 1 thought at tho tima, yes, that

416 Fant Lremet, $ €. Warnongon, D C N B3

had bwsan approved. That {s my raucollaction, yes.
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Mr. Baron. S0 any further communications that you would

have had, as you mentioned a momant ago, to seax approval from

modas that you would usa to carlry out the proqram?

Mr. Heddman. I think that's probably the case, sir.

Mr. Wides. And ls it correct you ara indicating in that
regard your estimation now of what your :likaly coursae of ncFion
would have bsen in terms of how you would hava procesded, glven
your situation there, is that corract?

Mr. ledgman. I don't understand, sir.

Mr. Wides. 1In terms of checking -- wall, you indicated
you think now you probably would hava checked back hefora golng
ahead?

Mr. Hsdgman. Yes.

Mr. Wides. Is it correct to say that that is your

astimation now of how you would have dscidad to procead, but

that, bacause I think you indicated bafore you had no recol-

“'qoing ahaead?

Mr. lHwdgman. I am not sura that I said that. I don't
know for surws that I had an absolutes fresedom.

Mr. Wides. I underatand, TDut you gaid before, Lf I am
correct, that you had no recollaction of a requirement to ao

back?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Hedgman. Therae is a difference betwWwasn ‘not having &

racollaction and being sura.

Widss. T understand.

Mr. And you sald that you did have E

a recollection, although you aren't cartain, that you t;lt.;

frea to q6 ahead, whatavar you might have dona in terms of

your personsl decision of how to procaed?

Mr.

tadgman. 1 think I said that I thouqht thes pellcy

cal leval and thit tha Agency

had baan instructud to neutralizs, to remove {rom position of

power or whatevar poeition of threat, Lumumba -- I am not

fancing with you.

et e

#Mr, Wides. No, I undarstand.

!
d to'Mr. O'Donnell’'s arrival, what did he

indicate to you was his mission wh

With ragar
an he arrived?

e o st bl g e

1 understood it to he that = gimilar to

Mr. Hadgman.

mine, that is the remaoval or neutralization of Ltumumpa, 1 am

not sures what wording ha would have uaed.

pid he discuss «& th you the possibiliey of

My, Widas,

asaassinating Lumumba?

I have no clear racollaction of

I can

\ Mr. Hadgmen.

his discussing the assagsaination. I know that =- 1 have a

fairly good racollection that ha was thare for the ramoval of

Whether tha word apsassinaticn, whether ths word --

i Lumumba.

l

.

i

i_

Mr. Wides. Do you hava any rucollaection of discussing

with Justin O'Donnell the practicaility and the morality guneral

[
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him?

of assassination as an Agsncy activity?

Mr. ladgman. As an Agancy activity, 1 am not sure.

Cartainly, and in that specific case I baelieva that I did

Higcuss wlth him the practical problems i{nvolved in carrylng

out such an operation.

Mr. Widas. Such an oparation baing the asgassination of
s political figurae?

Mr. ladgman. Yo8, usaaaalnaﬁion or any othesr ramoval
from power, becausa We did not have the -~

Mr. Wides. I am not sura if your testimony is you do
racall discussing, among other things, assassination with

o

Justin O'Donnell or that you den't recall dincussing it with

Mr. Hadgman. I cannot affirm that I discuased this, but

1 assume I must have discussed it. I dlacussed, for axample,
the gquasticn of access.

Mr. Wides. 1 take it then that you hava no racollaction

|
. ) |
of his indicating to you oOne wWay or tha othwer whether assasslnaﬂ
{
tion was an option that he was considering? g
Mr. lledgman. No, 1 don’t. %

Mr., Wides. As a way of asliminating Lumumba?
Mr. !fadgman. I think I, since, in view of my instructions

1 may hava assumed that he was dolng this,

Hr. Wides. Did he {ndicate to you anything about.a

conversation that he had had with Mr. nisgull regarding

TOP SECRET
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assassination of Mr. Lumumba?

Mr. Hadgman. I do not recall his diucua:ing that with

Mr. Wides. And do you rscall ever indicating to him that

there was a virus or other deadly blologlcal ageat in the

safa?
Mr. ltedgman. 1 do not recall that, no, but 1 gather that
1 must hava from what you told ma yasterday.

Mr. Dawson. You statad yasterday, 1 balieva --

Mr. Wides, Excuss ma.
Let ma just on the record clarify that.
pe you msan by that {f.Mr. O‘Donnell tustified you did

tall him yoquould not dispute that, you just have no racollec~

tion?

Mr. Hedgman. 1 have no racollesction.

Mr. Dawson. vYou ‘said yestarday you not only wure
uncnthusiastic about it, I baliave werne the terms you used,
nssassinatu Lumumba, but I

about the prospect of saskling to
thought you also said that O'Donnqlllyaa not partlculdrly
“'enthuslaatlc ahbout his work there elther?

Mr. lHadgman., Ye3.

I would put it yves, his work thare. 1 cannot pin it

down to assassination as such, although certainly in my own

mind I think I must have thought that at the tima. I didn’'t,

was not gnthusiastic about thussa lnstructions, and I had

TOP SECRET
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no -- had the impression he was not that happy aven t0 be

thure.

Mr. Widas. You said yesterday, I believe you said you

Prgau [Aras HOTH SA4-BOOG

felt under no pressure to carry out tha asasignment, is that

| a corract statament?

Mr., Hedqgman. Yeah. I don't recall qattina messagasl to
the effect, which qulte often one dats whan you hava been glven
instructions to carry out a specific operation, you know, let's
hava the informatiop, what are you doing, why aren't you doing
mora? I do not recall prassura on ma to qet moving on this
thing and do it and carry it out.

Mr. Widas. You indicated a moment a4Go, 1 think, in

connaction with Mr. O0'Donnall coming and your qansral wondarinn

~
A0 & PAWL

! at ths time of his approval, whethar thare was dissatinsfaction

s

with your performance that the Congo had bacome 2 cantral area

o f focus for the government and their concarn ovar {ts futura

and Soviet intarvention and so forth, is that right?

time that Mr. O0'Donnell arrived, the Soviet inturventlion was,

Lo b ]

i Mr. Nedgman. Yes. T knaw -- wall, of coursa by the

g hall we sa¥Y. limited, &€ I recall correctly, only to thas north
A}

and northsastern part of the country, because the Soviaets had

bean expuelled.

wepremgton, O C

Mr, Widea, I meant in the larqer sanse of Soviat influsenc
I

or Communlat influsnce aventually in the country?

410 Fent Steear, S 0.

Mr., Hzdgman., Yeas.
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Now, lat's sas, Would you rapat that?

Mr. Wides. Wall, the essence of the question is simply

that at this tima, by late Saptember, early October, tha Congo
was an area of great concern to the United States governmant?
Mr. Hedgman. Corract.
Mp. Widss. Thars was a ganaral sanse of urgency about

the problams?

Mr. Hadgman. That's corract.

My, Wides. Tha potential problams, and you had gottan
ths upnusual communication, a direct personal messenger, that
ths Presidant of the United Statas had inatructed tha Agancy
“ to aliminate Lumumba?

Mr. Hadgman. Right.
Mr. Wides. How, I find it a 1ittla hard to understand

{n that contaxt how you would have ragarded, how you could havae

regarded it as not a high-prierity item with some urgency

involved.
Mr. Hadgman. Well, cartainl?lit was a prierity, but
there wWera many prioritiaa, and that was ona of my problema
-at ths timu, that I was swamped with work, a little blet like
you with four peocpla calling you hate.
Mr. Wides. Wall, would you have ratad this on & comparabl

level wlth various intslliqence regqulremants that you would have

got in the normal coursa?

Mr. fiadgman. No, I would hava -- but thare wara & number

TOP SECRET
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of othar requirements which wera laviad on me which we ars not
discussing and is not in the purview of this discussion today.
I £hink thers we&s oﬁa major thing probably which took soma of
i the heat off, that is, that Lumumba had besn assentially
!1nautrulizud within his office complex, homa and office complex
Phara he waa undsr guard by tha Unltad Hations.

lle was able to sund messages out, but the -- there had
baan & coup d'stat, at lsast. there was & coup d'ata on ths
inlght of ths léth of Ssptembar, 1960. A governmant which was,
lnlthouqh nationalistically oriented peamad relatively friendly
toward the Unitad States, Was in powar. There was a4 great deal
of discussion as to lts legality at the timu, bug that was
resolved by the United States and most of ths Wastern powWers

who decidad that it was legal since tha govaranment, since once

Presidant Kasavubu appointed the members of that govaernment,

his government, he was the legal Chlef of State.

5o 1 would -~ do you follow what 1 am trying to say?

“r, Widas. Yes, I do.

Mr. lladgman. I think thura was a lessening in my own

‘faeling, of urgency.

Mr. Wides. Each time thaf you sent a cable hack == You
said you thouyht you had sant sevaral after the raquest for
confirmation =--

pr. ledgman. I think I did.

Mr. Widus, Was that aimply somathinaq you mades up, or did

TOP SECRET
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that reflect additional action that you had taken?

Mr. Hedgman. HNo, it was not a fabricated messaas. In

othar words, @ didn't fabricate things.

Pooed [Ares 202}

Mr. Widas. Did it just reflect furthar thoughts, or
did it reflect a report on some further steps you had taken?

Mr. Hedgman. I think probably, and I cannot ba sure of
this, eir, I think it prohably raflacted furthar.steps‘shich
I had_takan: that is, exploratory steps.

Mr. Wides. How many times did you apesak to the agent ahout
what kinds of access he had, and what Lumumba's patterns ware?

Was it on more than one coccasion?

Mr. Medgman. I believa Bo. I bulleve it would have baen

LLEVIN

on two, possibly threa.

Mr, Wides. What other ateps or activities had you

4
K]

L3

q
3
{

undertakan which were reported ln your cablae?

Mr. Hedgman. I think that was it. Quarying him, and

ﬂ then persconai obsesrvations of ths area.

Mr. Wides. 0Dld you indicate toiMr. O'DOnneli:what you
had done in that ragard when he came?

Mr. Hedgman. I assume I did, bus I cannot be surw.

Mr, Widus. And do you raecall --

Mr. Haedgman. I mean, it would have besn normal for me
to have done 80.

r
My, Widas. Do you rucall discussing with hin\EE. Gottlieh

AI0 # st Siveet, 3.0, Washingion DL FOO0Y

trip?
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Mr. Hadgman. I don't recall i1t, but I sssune I must

Mr., Wides. Why do you assume you must hava?

Mr. Hedgman. Decausa you told ma yesterday that he
tastified that I had told him I had blological agents in wmy
safe.

Mr. Widaa. And you think you would have told him the
additlonal background of raceipt of those? I3 that ie?

Mr. Hedgman. I balieve so.

Mr. Wides., Did you take any steps in tha way of discus-
gions with the agent you mentioned, or any other steps, to
further uxplors the poasibllity of Implamenting these instruc-
tions oncae Mr, O’DOnnull:arrlved?

¥

I balisve he left, leaft town and went to Stanleyville, tho

agent I am speaking about, sometima Lln Octohar. But that's --
Mr. Widea. Did you feel some senss of rulief of not
having to pursue the quastion of wliminating Lumumba after

‘Mr. O'Donnell.arrived because you sort of falt that this was

‘his apsclal sasignmant?

Mr, Hadgman. Probably. Rut on tha othar hand, T was
tha sanlor -- I was not the senior officer, but 1 was tha
commanding officer, 1f you will, and anything that took placae
was also my responsibility.

Mr. Widas. IWhat did you know of what he tried to do with

TOP SECRET
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regard to aliminating, he beinq:o'nonnell..in regard

]

wsliminating Lumumba?

Mr. Hadgman. It is hard to recall now. I know ws mat.

Prpes {Aess FOT) 5482000

lls probably rsported verbally to ms what steps he was taking,
and that may have beean thoss, his reports may have buen thosa
mesnagesd also which I sent, I sald I thought I sent saveral
measssnges via that spscial channel, and in retrospact, 1 may
have bwan reporting one of thomse massaqges, thay may hava bean
raports which he gavs ma to sand back to Washington.
Mr. Wides. Well, lat me -ask you this: I have raviawad,

and I can represant to you that I have raviewad sevaral flles

ragarding his activities in the Congo, and they lnclude in the

VhRO & Fauh

desk at the Agancy. refarances to him in his crypt, and his
activities there. Did that suggest that --
Mr. Hadgman. lle's --

Mr. Widws. There might be othar, there might be, .are

!

i

normal message traffle, batween Lacpoldville and the Congolese |
{

l

1

i

1

vou saylng there might also bes maéﬁﬁqes reqarding his activities
in the apscial Qhannel, or would that suggast to you that his
cactivities wara not communlcated in tha apecial channely

Mr. Hasdgman. It dossn't suggest aither ons, really.
am again not trying to fance with you or anything. I don't

know, 1 would guass that T would have sent in a apeclal

410 Fuir Sreee, 3.0, Wamngron, O L F000)

channel anything dealing with lLumumba, at least that would

touch upon his ramoval in one way or anothar,
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Mr. Wides. Doas the érypt JMOGRE mean anything to you?
Mr. tiadgman. No, air.
Mr. Wides, no you recall a time whan:Hr. O‘Donneilihad
!an agent come into the Congo to agsist him 1ﬁ his afforts?

Mr, lsdgman. I had not rememberad that until yestarday
whan you ralsed it.

Mr. Wides. Do you now have a recollactian, rafrashed, of
his having somwone coma in?

Mr. Medgman. A vagus recollectlon, very vague.

Mr. Widas. Do you rscall whare the person came from, or
whether hu was a CIA officer, or just & contract adent?

Mr. fladqman. From the name you usad for him yestarday,
1 would know that he would be an agqunt ad opposed to an
intelliqanc; officer.

Mr. Wides. 'nut you have no independent recollection of

who he was or whaers hes was from or his background?

Mr. Hadgman. Fo. I had forgotten that entiraly.

Mr. Widea. Do you recall a timgrwhen you learned that
Patrice Lumumbs had escaped from his house detention or arrest
51 n tha Presldential faiuca?

% Mr. Mudgwan. Yes, It was not the Falace, the Prima
Miniater's residence.

Mr. Wides. The Prime Minlster's rasidenca.

And do you racall whether you had any foraknowledqe that

that was imminent, or a likely possibility?

|
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Mr. Medgman. HNo, I did not racall that. He d&id not --
it did not saem likely, since tha antire arsa was surroundsd

by Congoless troops.

Mr. Wides. Do you know of any assistancas or involvement
1 N

| 1 .

, of Hr. O'Donnallfor his agent or anyone slas connected with the

"

iStatiOn {; Mr. Lumumba's escapa from tha detantion?

Mr. lHadgman. I am quite cartain that there was no Agency

{nvolvamant in any way, bucause I think T would == I am convinCad

I would have known it as Chiaef of Station.

0'Donnesll could not havs taknﬁ such action undar normal
Agency proceduras without consulting me.

Mr. Wides. Now, is it correct that when ha ascaped, Mr.
Lumumba tried to journey to the Stanlayville region whare hia
following was the strongesat, and that along thas way, en route.

he was apprehended by the Cantral Congolese goverpment authori-

4

|

ties and brought back under arrast, firat to Leopoldvillae,
is that correct?
Mr. Hedgman. That's correct.

Mr. Wides. And this happened some time Iln the period of

.Hovembar?
\
#r. Hedgman. Late Hovambar,
Mr. Wwides. And to your knowledqga or information that you
might have, was there any CIA assistanca providad in any

significant way for trackinq him down and tha afforts to

recapture him?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Hadgman. Ho.

1 ballave as we sald vortarday, you asksd ma if 1 had &

plane and did spotting or anything of that sort. No, we did noty

ogre | Soaa FOIT $A4400

Mr. Wides. Or providing any other rasources or intelli~
t
gence information or guidancs of any sort?

Mr. Hedgman. Wa had no intelligqenca information.
Guidance, as I said, I racall beinq witﬁ, I belisve, Congaless
officars to tha effsct that thay ware trying to flgure ocut how

to haad him off, & discussion about thera wara only a certain

nunbar of ferries and river crossings where the roads == you

% now, thars ware a 1imitad number of roads, and ha had to g¢

®

maRD & FAUL

! through deep rain forests and major rivers ware crossed.
g .

|

1

1 may have commented. I don’'t know for surs.

Mr., Wides. But you would not characterize your activities
as providing any assistanca to the Congolease tO locate him, or

would you?

Mr. Hedgman. I honestly, I don't think it -- 1f it was

any asslstance, certalnly not a major assistance.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall any comnunication with the

_Agancy whila Mr. Lumumba waa at larqe prior to your trip to
Roms, which I will get to in a moment, ahout his uscape or, 1’

sorry, about your provision of any assistanca oOT cooparating

with -=-

310 Tt Syieer % T rpheseton, OC 00Dl

Mr. Hadgman. 1 don't recall.

Mr. Wides. =- thu Congoless qovernment?
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Mr. Hodqmnn; 1 am certain I sent cables about what I knew
about it, about what I would gather from things. I may hava

commented about what might have been deone to head him off.

Mr. Wides. Would thosa have been in the normal channals,

those communicationsa?

Mr. tledgman. Yes. I wonld assuma they would have bean.
Remembar, We are at that time -= I should strass this, this makeasd
qulte a differancs -- our commupnications facllitlias wors mnrqinai,
to say the lesant, and wa did not havs the modarn aquipmant whlch!
13 now usad in most Stations, embsssles, where you just slt |
down and poka it out. And T won't qo Into the technical aspects;
but it took much longar to cods, encode and dscoda mossages.

I
Ag a result, I kept my messages much shorter than what H

I would nowadays. S0, 1 presums and assume that 1 gunt whataver

Mr. Wides. Was there & tima in Novembar when you want

to Rome for a maatina with Mr, Bissell and ™Mr. Twaedy?

i

intelligence 1 could gather on what wad happening. %
1

|

§

i.

|

Mr. Hedgman. That's corract.
Mr. Widss. And Bronson Twaady and Richard nisssll?

Nedgman. That's correct.

. A0

widas. And this took jplace at \ in Rlomn?

{fudgman. That's corract.
Wides. The meeting?
Hadgman. Yes.

Widea. And Hr. Karamesalnus, Thomas Karamasninas, wisl

TOP SECRET
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Chiaf in Roma?

Mr. Hedgman. lle was.

Mr. Wides. Was he prasent for soms of the discussions, or
only for the gensral, tha social --

Mr. Hedgman. 1 balieve ha was preaeﬁt at the genaral

4

discusalona that we had.

Mr. Wides. Do Yyou recall --
Mr. ledgman. I know hs was there part of the avaning.
‘Thls took place at his home as opposad to the office.

Mr. Wides. And part of the discussion and tha main focus
was with regard to the Congo, was on the fact that Lumumba was
on the loose, and it wasn't clear whuther he would inclta an
uprising?

Mr. Hadgman. I would say it was more claarly a complete
pverview of what was going on, including the threat of the

Tshombe secassion. Of cartainty, Lumumba's escape would have

besn a major point of discussion, at was tha fact that filzenaa

had set up o govarnment which ha claimad to ba the only trus and

legitimate government in stanleyvilla.
Mr. Wides. Was Mr. tumumba ons of the topicy that you

racall discussing?

Mr., Hesdgman. I'm quite cartain that wa did, hut 1 mean -~
Mr. Wides, This would have been because he was on tha

at that point?

tMr. Hedgman. Yes.

TOP S ECRET
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Mr. Widea. And had not baen captured and was a potential
threat?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes.

1 had asked not to leave to attend the maeting. My
recollacticn ia 1 ssnt a massagea saying that in my opinion 1
should not laave tha Congo at that tims.

Mr. Widas. I know that wa hava had a 1ittle more chance
to think about it, <Can you racall now any discussion at that
mesting rsgarding Lumumha's possible assassination, sither
prospectively or with.referenca back to your sariier cables to

leadquarters and your. maeting with[E;. Gottliab?l

Mr. lledgman., HNo, I cannot.

Mr. Dawscn. This mesting was a maatint of the African

Station Chiafs, was it nat?

Mr. Hadgman. Yes. I don't know whethar all ware there,

o r the majority, but cartainly a numbsr of them wers thare.

|
\%But. they wers not present at tha svening mesting.
!

i .
: Mr. Dawason. HNo. 1 undarstand that.

Mr. edgman. 1 was given sort of a speclal traatmant,
}?into awe him, and then I could laave.

mr. Wides. Did you sver have any discussions with
Bronaon Tweudy regarding the assassination of Lumumba . whare hoth
tha assansination, the gquastion of assassination, the question
uf assassination in rmlation to Lumumba cama up, aither {n the

fall of '60 or later 1960 or later on?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Hedgman. I must assuma that we did, but 1 cannot hs

cartaln of that.

Mr. Wides. I think you indicated to uas yestarday you

fmong [ Aras MSD Lbd SO

recalled talking with Bronson Twaady in regard to Lumumba and

Baying 1n affect that, thank God nothing was sver dons. And I
thought the implication was --

Mr, MHedgman. [ think I probably, I sald I probahly said
that sort of thing, but to rucall a spaclffc maating and
conversation on this'subjact, I am not sure that 1 said that.

Mr Wides. Would you say you have no recollection of
diescussing assassination of Lumumba with Nronson Twaady?

Mr. lHedgman. 1 have a vanque rvecollectlion of saying, you
know, somathing to the eflsct that {t was a yood thing we

didn't, but I can't be --

o
3
4
4
¢
-]
A
“
]

Mr. Wides.  You can't place it, but you have soma racol-

lection that you had such a discusaion?
Mr. Hedgman. I think so, sir. But this is a pratty
vague thing in my mind.

Mr. Wides, And can you recall when you think that

happened? 1 don't mean by specific date, hut that {3 the pericd'

in question or much later on?
Mr. Hedgman. Prohably latsr on, but I don't know. That's
4 GuaHY,

HMr, Wides. Do vou rucall wever having a discussion with

410 Ft Streel, S L. Prmvhengon, O C PODDY

Mr. Alssall regarding ie?
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Mr. llmdgman. To what?

Mr. Wides. With regard to thae sssassination of Lumumba?

Did that particular quustion ever coma Gp in discussions that
you had with Mr. Bissall elthar ddrinq the evants which wa have
been discussing or after ths eventsa?

Mr. Hedgman. ©Of couraa, I didn't see Mr. Bissall very
often. I saw him in Rome, and I naxt saw him whan I raturned
in late January of 1961, whan I returned to ths States. 1 cannotg
recall such a conversation, but I think it i{s possibla, parhans
evan likely.

Mr. Wides. But you have no recocllactlon?

KHr. Hedgman. Ho, sir.

Mr. Wides. Would the samu ba true wilth regards to Mr.
pulles, that vou have no recollection, although it is possihle?

Mr. Hadgman. Yes.

Mr, Wides. Do you recall --
Mr. Hedgman. I 54; ﬂr. Dulles aven lass often.
- Mr, Wides. Do you recall discussing the fact that you

had received instructions to try to assassinate Lumumba with
-Dlrector Schleoainger in 197137

Mr. Hedgman. I belleve it was at that time that T spoke
to him, because whean he took over, alther he or Mr. Colby igauad
& request for any information whlch would, activities conductad
or considared, what have you, by the Agency, which would appaar

illegal.

[
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Mr. Wides. Do you think that was the time, but YOu havas

relate this, relate the fact of thess inatructions to Dirasctor
Schlesinger?

Mr. Wedgman. I think it was Schlssinger. It could have
been Colhy, but I balieve it was Sehlasinger, or 1 may hava

told both of tham.

ws havae discussed slready --
Mr. Daron. What exactly did you tell Schlesinqger as far

as you can recall that now?

#r. Hedgman. That, toO the affect that 1 felt that I had
received lnstructions to assasginate Lumumba.

Mr. Baron. You dida’'t mentlion the msans by which this
was to be carried out?

Mr. Hedgman. I douht it, but I don’'t know.

Hr. Wides. Do you recall mentioning the Presidential
authority? -

Mr. Hedgman. I think that 1 did.

#r. haron. YOu say you may have discussed it with both
Sehlesinger and Colby. that would have baen a discussion that
would have taken place subsequantly with Colby when he bacame
LC1?

04 Mr. Hedgman. Well, of coursws Colby was Fxacutive Direc

2b! under Mr. Schlesinger. Colby could hava besn iun the room whei

OP SECRET -

1
1

a definite recollection that in any avent you did at soma point

o]

Mr. Widas. Othaer than those two fquntlemen and tha pnople]
H

\

|
|
|
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I raported to Schlesinger. Tt i s8illy that I don't remamber
specifically this, but I did make, I did report this vaerbally.
1 prafsrred not to --

Mr. Widss. And your baest recollec lon is you rsported it
to Schlesinger, and you may hava alno reported it to Mr. Colby.
is that your bast racollection?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes. Yas,

Mr} Naron. And you wera qolnq tb say that vou prefarrad
not to put it in writing?

Mr. Hadgman. 1t was the sort of thing 1 did not wish to
dictate to a secretary, and being one, if not ona of the world’
best typiats, and thirdly it seemud to me it was a mattar not
to circulate on pepar, frankly. It was a mistake that it --

Mr. Wides. Can you racall ever discussing this with
Richard Helms?

Mr. Hedgman. HO, I‘don't recall,

Wides. =-- the instruction to assassinate?
Mr. iledgman. 1 don’'t recall. ’
Mr. Wides. 1Is there anyone wlse in the Agancy you <an
& vur racall diﬁgussing this assignad mlssion with?

Mr. Nedgman. Mo, It's possible that I talhed with some-
one like Tom Karameaslnes whan he was DDP,  RBut --

Mr. Dawscn. Did you talk to@i Gopﬂtﬂl_i_ﬂsuhsaquant to

tis arrival in the Conqo?

mr. Wides. You medan after hia Adeparture, after that trtpﬁ

TOP SECRET
T S




g & [Mrea TGT) 3484000

-
Ed
<
L
L]
o
L]
o
*

210 F ot Srrer, L6 e ot fo 3 g ali o} |

TOP SECRET

Mr. Dawson. Yes, subsequent to.

Mr. Hadgman. I saw him numarcus timas.

Mr. Dawson. And your reaction to him was thank God we
didn't have to carry that misalon vut, Or thank God it didn't
happan?

Mr. Hedgman, Well, I talkad to him about s0 many thinqgs,
and I probably said that.

Mr. Widas. Do you hava & rucollaction of discuasing with
him at a subsequent time toO his trip to Leopoldville, aver
raising the {patructions ha gave Yyou for his trip?

Mr. Hadgman. Not sprcifically as auch.

mr. Wides. You don't have a racolluction, or you don't
racall discussing it specifically., hut you recall soms genaral
ililusion to it?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes, I rucall genaral {llusion to it.

Mr. Dawscn. Do you recall talking to anybody within

lLaat six months about this, Oor more racently?

tr, Wides. Since the first of.the yearf

ttr. Nedgman. Yeah. 1 am just trying to 9o through in my
‘own mind.

{Fause)

Yus, Mr. Colby. 1 s8aw him the othar day when 1 raturned.

Mr. Wides, What was your dlacuasion with him in that
regard?

Mr. laedgman. 1 told him I assumad this subjact would come

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Dawson. This subjact? Did you axpact him' to bas

fully cognizant with all tha particulars?

Brones {hous 20T7) Bad 4000

Mr. Hedgman. I am not sure that I did.

Mr. Dawson. At lsast thas Prasidential authorization and
the passage of tha vials of poison, the person that was wgad
to pass thesa?

Mr. Hedgman. [ mentlonad Er Goti:iiub“gname. 1 am not ‘
sure that I mantioned vials of poison or -- g

Mr. Widea. Did you indicats to himtnr. Gottliab]had come;
’ 4

to the Congo?

Mr. Hedgmen. 1 helieve I did.

Tiwalis & PRAUL

Yr Dawson. Wall, lut me just follow that.
And the Presidential authorization, was that also

mentioned?

Mr. Hadgman. Yes, I am quite sure I muntioned that.

Pawgon. What was his reaction?

Mr. Hedgman. |is reaction was that it was a great shame

|
fl
l
!

4
19 u that this ever happened. I'm putting words in his mouth.
i

u“'{~ Mr. Dawson. Go riaght ahead.
# [} ¢

P!’I Mr. Madgman. hnd certalnly that I must obvioualy rTseport

Py fully and honastly to thue Comnittaa.

24

o, R E . Srpamengon D0 FODID

!

i

! Mr Wides. Did he dliscuss, say anythling ahout his prior
]

1

|

4

| knowledga of what you had just told him?

nid hu seamad surprissd by any of what you told

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Hedgman. No, I don't think so. I think that I had
given him thias, or as I gaid earliar, probably at the same time
or parallal with when T did Dr. Schlesingar.

Mr. Wides. When you saw him racantly and mentionad this,
dls\you refur to your telling this to Pirector Schlesingser, oOT
did you-rmay, as you recall?

Mr. lHedqgman. Something like that.

Mr. Wides. And did he acknowledge that he had learnad
of it earlier?

Mr. Hodgman. Acknowledge? I think he indicated -- I
would, have, would have assumad from his convarsation that he

recalled something ahout it, yes.

Mr. Wides. Did the fact that Dr. Gottliub had made &

o —

trip to the Congo sSeasm to surpriss him, or did he acknowledie
that ha was aware of that as well?
Mr. Hedgman. I don't krow. 1 don't know that I sald av

this time that I referred to fUr. Cottlieh's?travul to the

Congo when I saw him.

Mr. Wides. Racently?

Mr. Hedgman. Just the other day when [ came hack 1 paid
a courtesy call on him.

Mr, Dawsan. This was like this wewk then?

Mr. tHedgman. Yes. It was Monday, I belleve,

Mr. Dawson. Do you recall anybody else that was party

to that conversation, or whom you had similar conversations wirh
1

TOP SECRET o
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recently, aimilar and saparate?

Mr. Widaes. Ha;‘thera anyone thure whan you spoks
Colby?

Mr. IMedgman. For part of it, part of ths mesating, and

then wWa ware alone for part of tha meetina.

Mr. Widea. Was there anyone thers when you mantioned what

'y pu thouqght hs wantad to talk to you ahout?

Mr. Hadgman. ¥Ho, thsre was no one ulse present.

Mr. Wides. And have vou spoken to anyone alaae?

Mr. Hudgman. I didn't wish to raise this in front of
othar Agency employees, because it swemed to ms that I didn’t
know who was aware of this. I had no desire to dlscusa it in
frout of othurs.

Mr, Wides. DNid he indicate anything as to what ha thoudht
anyone else had told the Committee or would tall thae Committes,

including Mr. Bissell, Mr. 0'Connell orfir. Gottlieb, nr.

: Gottli eba

Mr. Nedgman. Ho. He just indicated that it was very
difficult -- 1 am raeally putting words in his mouth and I
‘shouldn't do thia. I had the impression that he reqretted thin
vary much, that this had ever happened, and tha truth had to
come out, and that was the only way for the Agency to ever

I
regain its status and usefulnasa. Dot I am putting -- T am

elaborating probably., HHe may not have thought all of thosse

thingsa.
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Mr. Widas
t hrough lntarme
Mr. Twuedy 8sinc

Mr.
pursonal friend
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maybe ha's in ¢
Mr. Dawso

racall having a

fussing of the v
tion, 1 should
Mr.
Mr. Wides
mean
Mr.

Daw3oQ

that might have

Mr.
it with me.
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pu

i
? and then ! will

|

Mr.
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oo |
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Mr.
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ligduyman.

Hedgman.

Baron.

lladgmndr.
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. llave you had any convarsatlions directly or

diary communications with eithar Mr. Blssall or

a you raturnad?

Ho. 1 tried to call Mr. Twaady a3 an old

on his phona twicae and there was no angswat.
away on vacatlon or somathing, elther that Or
own anid I just missed him.

w. So to summavize, tha only paraorn you really

|

1] of the facts of the Presidantial authorization

irus, with whom you really have a firm racollac-

y

say, is jhr. Gottlien?

Yes, I would hava quassad that.

. Excula M.
he sver discussed 1t with?

n. The whole picture, oU the panocrama of things

taken place.

{ don't thipk that I

n. 1 agres, sir.

. Let me ask you two HoUo questions 1f 1 can.

have to leave.

Just to follow this up, haVu‘you anokeln

about coming to tha Committee?

1 have not. T hava not sean him.

. wWith regard to the evants

TOP SECRET
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TOP SECRET

Mr. Lumumba's recapturs and his detantion in Thaysvilla --
Mr. ladgman. Thaysville.

Mr. Wides. Thaysvills.

Freprva | Mtos PRI Sl SHSTRY

And his subsequent, Mr. Lumumba’'s subsequent transportation
|

to Katanqa, what discussions did you have with the Congoless

officials and what kind of quidanca or input did you or anyons

from tha U.5. Embassy or Station make into those decisions to
tranaport him to Katanga?

Mr. Hedgman. To ths bast of my knowledgu, naither tha
Station or the Emhassy had any input in the dacislon to send

4

him to Katanga.

Mr. Wides. What discussiona weru thars with the Comdgolese
|

1o££icials w8 to whether fie might be crecuted sither by the

Contral Govsrpment while ha was undar their control or by

4
3
«
.
L]
-8
[]
q
4

Hr. Tshombe when he was sant to Katanga?

Mr. Hadgman. I don't recall any such conversations.

think there was &a general assumpticn, Oncu we learned he ha.l
been sent to Katanga, that his qOQSeugas cooke&. bacauses Tshombe
hated him and looked on him as a danqer and a rival, 1
Mr, Wides. But you had no discussions ?ith anpyona ‘
Cantral Congolese government rugariding whethur hae ahould
should not be sant there?
Mr. Hedgman. I had absolutely nona, no sir.

Yr. Wides. And onca he wasd there, what information di

you hava as LO whether they were cousidaring his death prior to




pmamg thias POF Bha SDOG

-
>
-
&
L]
-]
L ]
4
B
.

songl

ol

T LI A

210 Farar Btensr b [ 4

TOP SECRET

learning of hils death?
Mr. ladgman. I had no, no information bacausa {t was not
tha sort of thing I suppose that the Congolese officlals really

rnnted to diacuss with a representative of a foreign fgovarnment.

% Mp. Wides. Was thare any contact hetwaan our acting

lﬂasc Chief in the K;tgpha province and the officials in_Katanqa?
Was theru any discusalon batwoen them OT communiéuthn that you ;
know of ragarding what would he dona with patrica Lumumba?

Mr. Hadgman. Ho. The only thing that 1 would i{magine

would have happensd ls they would hava triad to advinres both

washington and Leopoldville of any {nformation they had on what

{

tapprenad to him.
Mr. Widas. Excusas ma. 0ff{ thes record.
{(Discuasion off the rucord.}
Mr. Baron. I would like to move Vary qﬁlckly through a

fuw loo#e ends that pop up as wa went. along ralating to your

A

{
|
|
&

! conveursation with{égttl!eﬂ}andtthan'OZDonnefl and theén

i Schiesingar, and {t is really just about onaﬁquesttuh on avary
( loo8s end, and 1 want to than turn to WIROGUE. and I don't
!-think that will take very tong, antd then the possibility af
convarsations with the Embassy. And I would liks your halp

on that part since 1 was pnot thara vestarday. put’ I will

lsave that for the last, and you can plck up with any loo0ss

unds.

I1s that all riaght with you?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Dawson. Finel

Mr. Baron. Mr. ltledgman, I would like to plick up here
for a momant with a sarles of short, locse ends from the
axamination that we hava dons so far.

Mr. Madgman. 1 will try to do my bast.

Mp. flaron. That ls, first of all, whan you discussed
your convarsaticn with the than-0CI, Schlasinger, you said that
you indicatad to him verbally that you had haan askad to

participate in an ansasgination of Patrice fumumba. nNid ha

respond when you made that indication to him?

Mr. Hedgman. May I go back? I think 1 mads it to him.
It is concalvahle that I could have mada it to Ritt Colby es
his Exuwcutive Director, or that the two could have been present
vogether. It is ridiculous, but I cant pin this one down in

datalil.

mr. Baren. Did you recslve a response from Schlesinger?
You mentioned yesterday that he was able to ba quite Sphinxlike
whan he wanted to, and you thouqht-thgg this ml&ht have baen
onu of those situations.

Mr. ledgqman. [ had the impression he took 1t all on boare
and did pot necessarily wish to advise me of what action he
planned to taka.

Mr. Daron. Was thare any follow-up?

sr. Hadgman. Elther he or Colby, which sver if was.

Mr. [aron. Waa therae any follow-up from eithar'Schlbslnqur‘
i
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or Colby aftar you had glven them this information?

Mr. Hedgman. I do not racall.

Mr. Baron. Did you ever discuss the aspassination mission’

Frnges [Braa PO $4A LOOG

:;ulth anyons in the Inspacter Ganeral's Office at the CIA?

1 Mr. Hadgman. Not to my racollection. HRut it is concaiv=

| .
%lablu thuey could hava sant == Auring that parlod, thers wurs a
i
|
i
1

:numbur of diascussions with Inopector Generals on various aspactﬂ’
of work and so on. Whether thars was a riascusnion of this

!
!
t
|
Pubject, 1 don't rucall ft. So I doubt {t, but I don't know.
|
I

Mr. Baron. On a numbar of discussions that you had with

L the Inspector General's Offlce?
i
Mr. Hedgman. On many Othat subjects, totally unralated

L)
|
|

lto this, personnel mattars.
1
[}
!
!

waARD & Pauy

As you rucall, Dr. Sehlesinger committed a vary sharp

reduction in forca, which resulted in personnel problems and

| Inspector Generals® invastigations, and 80 forth.

Mr. Baron. Were you interviewsd by anyona from tha
Inspector General's office in tha.ﬁrepdrntion of thalr Heport
in 1967 on assassination afforts within the CTA?

Mr. Hedgman. 19677

Mr. Barcon. Yus .,

Let ms reprasant to you that at the request of the DCT,
tha Inspector General's Office prepared a Report {n 1367 on

any involvemant that CIA had or could hbe concuived to have had

450 F st STeeet, 5L L Mot [« X8 ) T3

TOP SLECRET

|
\
!
\ with assassination efforts., HWure you interviewad in connaection




madD B AL

Enama (Mres 2OF) H48.$000

ono}

210 Ty Sterrt, 3 [, Rashmgion, =L

S -:!f:f;ﬂ.ﬂ‘ '
TOP SECRET
with that Report? i

Mr. Hedgman. When <- you don't remsmhar the date of the

Raport?

Mr. Daron. T baelleva the date was in May of 1967, and it
was praparaed by Scott Brackinridge and Mr. FEarman and Mr.
Groar.

Mr. Hedqman. Yas, I know them all. I don't halievas 80,
but I was abroad at that time.

Mr. Dawson. Was the significance of the date in 1967 of

any druat moment?

l

Mr. ledgman. 1 was abroad at the time. I didn't reaturn

u to the Statss untll July,., T balieve, of 1967.

-

Mr. haron. Returning now to your discusslons with}_r;'

(g;dndy Gottliﬁélwhen he cama to the Congo, to glve you lethal

blolegical agents for tha assassination of Lumumba, was kt

I

clear at that time tha't ths means tor administering those

b
?
H
i
i
1t

1'

{
|
i

biclogical agants was (ta inject them into a substanca that was
to be ingested by Lumumba, Whether it ba food, or drink, er
toothpasta, Or any other substance that was to be ingeatad?

Mr. Hedgman. That's my racollection, yui.

that.Dr. Gottliaeb hrohqht tha lothal hiclogical agents with him.

13 that correct?

r, Hadgman. 1&5.

Mr. Bdron. And you mentioned yastearday that you huliave
L)

|
3
Mr. Baron. You mentioned that it was your hast rucollcctALn

:
|
1

|
|
|

T
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brought them with him in his bag.
Is that right?

Mr. Hadgman. I have a rucollaection that thsy ware in &,

ey {Aras FO2Y ia G000

what do vou call these small carry-on bags liks your Pan hm han

or Sabina bag or somathing likae that.
Mr. Baroun. It would not have basn difficult for pr.

Gottlieb{to have gottan such squipmant into tha Conge at that

LIS,

tima, would it?
Mr. Hadgman. No.

Mr. Baron. Werae thare axtandive Cuntoms chacks in the
at zhat time?
Mr. Hedgman. Thera wers not.

Mr. Baron. Wera there any fus*toms checks at that point?

HARD B PAUL

Mr. Hedgman. I can't recall, but if so, they ware vary

limited.

Mr. Baron. When you spoke with [Dr. Gottlieb,| dld you
ask him now long the lathal bicloqgical agents would retain their
potency?
Mr. Hedgman., I helieve thers was a convarsation to
_e[fﬂct.
Mr, Baron. Do you raecall what he said?

Mr. Hedgman. I think {t was fairly short, soms months.

:

]

|

|

|

!

Mr. Baron. ‘They would be lathal only for a fairiy short l

period of tima?

ot Girmet, .0, Wavmangian, D [ ]

!_
Mr. Hedgman. Ye3. ‘
!
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Ban. A pericd of soma montha?

21 a4 4000

Mr. liegyman. I think 1t was less than that, but I cannot

ba cartaln. [That i{s, I ramembar baing surprised, thinking that

Pocas (&S Ee

n poasihbilities riaht thern.

Mr, Bgon. And you sald earliar that you took the

polesons intda nafe at the Station. Whan did you taka the
puolaons outpf the safe?

Mr. Heigman. [ cannot really recall that.

Mr. Byon. Did you take them out on more than ona

{
occaslon?

Mr. Hilgman. Ho.

Mr. Bron. And that occasion

Mr. Ht!qman. Ho. T say no. Not to thuy best of my

recollactiJ‘ I want to stress that because {t i3 so long ag
!

that I am ost cartain I did not.

T wmARE B Pauy

Mr. Nron. And the occasion when you did take the

ol
polasons ouqof the safe was whun you disposed of tham?

3
Mr. Hdgyman. Yes.

Mr., And can you describe the clrcumstances?

rhond

dgman. I think that I took them out probably
a briefcasy or an air bag of some sort, and 1 belisve that

the thingslike the rubber glovas and the mask ware thrown away

L, vepumagias TV (

found it d mattur that much, T boliwve I buried the

y
4
!
l

in a bushyLr or somathlinag whare, you know, Lf thay were

other Mmat

RIP Ty Sireen,
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Mr. Barcn. The blological agents?
Mr. Hedgman. Yaes, although thay, by that time they would,

the potancy would have expirad. Dut, they didn't seem the sort

rrame | Aena TOTT $44 4000

t
| .

of thing -- I didn't know enough about it, and I will be damned i
1f I wanted to leave them lying around. !
Mr. Baron. Was this out by the Conqo Rivar that you E
buried thaesas things? .
Mr. Hadgman. Yas, yes, I think. You xnow, it is my
racollection.
Mr. Baron. Was thia aftaer the arreast of Lumumba, after
fumumba had already hewen placed in protuctive custody so to

s peak?

Mr. Hedgman. By the Conqgoluse, YO mean?

wamb & PaML

Mr. Baron. Yas.

—~

Mr. Hedgman. Yes, I would think so.

Mr. Baron. A&And was it possibla that you walted until

Lumumba‘'s death to dispose of those poisons?
“r . Nadagman. That's posslhlu.- T don't remamber.

Mr. Daren. But you ==

ool ¥

Ir. Hedgman. They were lonr overdue, whataver it was,.
. .

1 think, because I bellieve —--

lection that you had not dispossd of the poigons until Lumumba

was succwessfully neutralizad, either by arrest or by death,

—em e T T

i
!

!

i

|

3

1

|

|

|

Mr. Baron. Yesterday you stated that it was your recol- |
|

!

|

=
=}
o
-
Q
[
0
Q
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Mr. Hadgman. I think that probably would he a fair

statemant.

Mr. Baron. Did you discuss the assassination mission

Pmghe {Hewa 22, 344 4000

with Dr. Laster liouk?

Mr. Hadgman. NeVer. 1 am (quite sura novw.

Mr. Daron. lHe wWas your nranch Chiaf at that point?

Mr. Hwdgman. l!le was.

Mr. Baron. Did you discuss it with flenn Fialds?

Mr. lwdgmans. I don't racall. lio was Acting Chief and
peputy Chief.

Mr. Baropn. Do you recall discusalng the ansassination
mission with anyone ¢lse at the Station or ln the Congo other
than thuIOna asset?

- -
Mr. Hedgman. Ho. I remambar hearlnq‘Hr. O'Donnall;

4
2
]
&
L
&
L]
o«
1

commenting on this to -~
3

Mr. Daron. ll Hrﬂﬁriﬂm'wml:ﬁ?;

Mr. Hedgman. I belisve 1%t was JEEEE AN and I was

shocked snd surprised, because f thduéht thia was not the

aort of thing that he should discuss with officers who were not

".i pvolved in this.
LY
Mr, Baron. What wai T T ':}?ﬁ joh at that time?
Mr. Hedgman. !le was under non-of ficial cover and an
agent handlar, oF not neceasarily just tha aqents, hut

d eveloping contacts.

Mr. Baroa. And what's his full nama?




e N
5 A0 4K

A

Mr, limdgmean.

Mr. Baren. What did you haar éloonnellisay to'ﬁ@&mﬁﬂﬂz

Mr. tHadgman, I don't remember exactly, but {n any case

Poges |Ases 2070 2826000

s1t raferred to something about removing Lumumba from == I'm not

surs whaethar it was ansasaination or neutralization, but whatavsr

[
it was, Lt swumad to m3 he had gona too far. !
|

Mr. Baron. And had gone too far hocausa it convayed the
{dea of assassination?
Mr. lwdgman. Probably, but I cannot ha sura.

Mr. Baron. You indicated sarlier that in mid-Seaptember

there was a coup which affeoctivaly limited Lumumba's pawers in
the Congo?

Mr. Hedgman. That is correct.

- -
Bk & Paus,

Mr. Baron. And this would have bean vary shortly aftar

'Ll

\br. Gottlieb visited you in the Congo and gave Yyou tha instruc-

tieon about assassinating Lumumba?

pr. Hedgman. 1 can't be sure whether it was bafore or

|

i .

}ldfter. That was the 14th of September, that coup took place.

but as you will recall, I cannot be absolutaly certain of whean
ﬁi sawégp. Cottlicbs' I think it was befores that, but 1 cannot

De 8Ure.

|

\ Mr. Daron. But it is quits poasible, isn't it, that the
I

|

5.0 waremgion. D E roond

llcoup could have been a major razason why thare wasn't any more

i

l yviqourous action on the sssassination front?

410 Fol BT 1L

mr. tedqgman. Ihat's possible, yes.
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Mr. Baron. Is that --
Mr. Nedgman. And I have speculated on that aarliier.

Mr. Baron. Is that a strong possibility to you?

Mr. Hadgman. T just couldn't put it, because I don't

know what the policy mekers, the political leadsrs, the
President, the Directer, what tha Director's policy, the senior
aXgcutive, anyway, wars thinking at that tlima.

Mr. Baron. And you mentioned thathu;tin O'Donneii'was

not particularly active during his period of service in the

Congo?

Mr. Hadgman. He did not seem as active as many of the
other people that I had working for me at that timua.

Mr. Barom. You dldn't rely upon him for major operations
or activities nt.that point, did you?

Mr. YHedgman. Ho. Wall, this ~-- he was sant out more ©fF

less on a special misslon, as I understood it, and I laft him

frea for that.

Mr. Daron. You indicated yeasterday, and 1 would like to

xnow Lf this is still your impression, that the fact that{austih
‘ _ !

1 o'Donnell might not have been active on the assassination
[l

mission may not have been dus to any lack of priority for that
mission, but dua mors to his personal habits of inactiviey?

Mr. Hedgman., Perhaps I don't want te mallan pustin}

don't msan that -- ahouldn't havs commanted on his character oF

his personal hahits, really. I just havae thas impression ha was

TOP SECRET




not putting his whole hsart and soul into tha effort. He was

an officer with & reputation for being gung ho and a very hard

workar when I had known him preaviously, soma years previously,

Bonee (Ares TOT] S86-4000

and ho seemd quits, certalnly did not ssem that way to me out
thuara. .

Mr. Dawson. bid you comment on that to the Agency?

Mr. lledgman. I doubt it, but I cannot bs sure.

Mr. Dawson. Waras you writing his efficlency revort at
the tima?

Mr. Hadgman. He didn't atay leong enough for me to write

an sfficiency raport. 1 could have written ona if he stayed

the 90 days or more, amd as the C0S 1 couldd have writtan one

N7

{f 1'd wished.

5

Mr. Dawson. Dut you chose not to do so?

o
2
a
N
-
o
€
a
]

-~

Mr. Hadgman. I chosa not to, to the best of my recollec-

tion, I did not.

Mr. Daron. Did much of the cablea traffic which you

received from Hgadquartars in relation to the sssassination
mission subsequently become degtroys=d?

Mr. !edgman. 1t is my recollection that hefore leaving
the Station and tu£;inq over toc my succasscr that 1 dustroyead
that. Perhaps well befora. 1 just can't put a timaframa on

it, but it seemad to me it was not the type of corresnondance

to leave lying about a Station.

410 Fat Strest, S. 6. Wavhmgton, D C 100D

Mr. Baron. You lkndicated yestarday that you had racaivad
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some kind of instructions to dastroy that ;apla trgffic.

Mr. Hedgman. 1 think 1 -~ I capnot recall sxactly what

1 s4id yasterday. Now, when 1 am trying to be a3 pracise as 1
can on the record here ==

Mr. Daron. Please do.

cannot be absolutely. 1 don't know whethur I daid. -

Mr. Baron. Would you hava rucuived thosa instructions

¢

e me———

3

|

Mr. Hadgman. I think I did, but I cannot bes cartain. I l
i

varbally £rom32£l éottligéllor‘us part of onae of ths cables?

Mr. Hedgman. I don't know.

Mr. bBaron. Would it b standard procedura for a Chief of
Station to dastroy cable traffic ralating to an extremaly
sunsitive oparation like that ona?

Mr. Hadgman. Well, it is standard procedure to kaap your
cable files and all other files as amall a8 possible, because

coples of those are retained, of all mesrages are normally

retained in Washiington. You try and keep as small a numbar a3

'possiblu on hand so as to permit you to continue working 8o that

l
you have ready raeference, bacausa you may have to. in an {
oM ysncy you may have to burn all of your communications. \

And Dalinva ma, ,when you have to 490 through a burn E
sassion, it is very difficult, and it takes tima.
Mr. Daron. Had you avar in your experlen;e as Chief of

Station in the Conyo destroyed othel cahle traffic bucausz of

its axtramaly sunolitiva nature?
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Mr. Hedgman. No, 1 don't think so. I don't recall doling

so. But I destroyad & graat deal of traffic, bascausé tha Congo

waa a highly sensitive area in which -~ at one period 1 racall

tne [Hras 207 G4 4 HOOG

wa had all of our filaes in the burn barrels. 1 mean, when you

wanted a fils, you went over and dug 1t out of the burn barrel.

My. Baron. Dut the cable traffic relating to the
assassination migsion wasn't dastroyad as a routina matter
becauss it wWas exCesd traffic, but bacausa of its axtramaly
i sansitive natura?

Mr. lledgman. HNO, that's corruct.

Mr. Baron. Did you havse any discusaions of the ansassina-

tion mission with anyond at thus U.S. Embassy?

Mr.lladgman. No, 1 did not.

©
NN o7

wARD h UL

Mr. Baron. Did you ever discuss tha prospects Of

Al

|
|
|
|

g

assassinating Patrice Lumumba with the Ambassador in the Conyo?

Mr. Hedgman. I am quites sure 1 did not.

{piscussion off the racord.)

Mr. Hedgman, Hay 1 say for the record that rolationships

|

Mr. Baron. 0ff the record for a moment. \
{

|

b

]

!

with the Lmbassy were excaptionally gqood. There was almout, oOr
wo friction, or senie of compatition batwaen the CIA Station and
the Embassy. The Ambassador wasn axtramely cooparative,

friendly and understanding.

Mr. DRaron. Who was the Ambassador at that tima?

Hadgman. Clare i, T imbarlake.

410 €t Strer b U TRV Tk Y el ~oe rRond
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Mr. Daron. DId you ever discuss the Lumumba assassination

plan with IETOTIRCII VL, '33

Mr. Hedgman. MNot to the best of my recollection.

Bopne LAses 2001 3444000

E
Mr. BDaron. ‘ .nl1v€§ is a CIA officer, is that i

corract? 53

i
Mr. Hedgman. Yeah. I know him. i

2
Mr. Baron. Did you have any officlal business with EQ@:QWHEI

'Eﬁgﬁﬁﬁawhilu you ware in the Conqgo?

Mr. liadyman. Yes. lla came through on a countarintelli-

|
i
|
!

@nce mission, and I don't racall the datalls at this time.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall whethar he had mentioned that
his mlasion rulated to Project ZRRIFLE or tha devalopment of
aa Executive Action capablility?

Mr. Hedgman. No, I do not recall that.

Mr. Baron. Would his projact have relatad to obtaining

codes by surraptitious means?

Mr. Hadgman. I think it would have been more nearly that,

but I, I cannot affirm this as the case. That was what 1 think

was probably the casa.

on0

Mr. Baron. Would his project havae involved an assat who
Ay

was already in ths Conyo named OIWIN?
Mr. Hedgman. 1 gather from what was said yesterday that
this was the case. I do not racall it.

Mr. Daron. WHave you evar haard of --

410 Taryt Street, S Wavmiapior,. O L
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you indicated yasterday QJWIN cams from, andﬁﬂﬂmﬂ%ﬂhaé bean

thera with -~

Mr. Baron. This is a country in Europa?

Mr. lHadgman. Yas, thurafore it's logical.
Mr. Baron. llave you aver heard of Projact ZRRIFLE?
Mr. Hadgman. Yusterday.

Mr. Daron. Yastarday was the first tima you haard that

Mr. ladgman. I think so. And yustarday, I might

spocify, was herae.

Mr. Beron. Being informad by the Committas staff?
Mr. ladgman. Yus.

Mr. Parcon. Have you 8ver haard of Fxacutive Action?

Mr. Hedgman. I have heard those, that term used, and 1

don't quite == 1 think more in nawspapers or more recantly thasn

in the past, but it is possible that I heard it.

Mr. Baron. Is Exacutive Actlon usad at the CIA as &

H auphemlsin for assassination of foreign leaders?
¢ :
“ Mr. Haedgman. It has beaen 80 allegud. - 1 nevaer heard anyoé:
\ !
- to my knowladge use it. ‘

Mr. Maron. Ware you aware of a Projact at tha CIA ko
duvalop maans —- strike that.

To duvelop the capability of carryling out asaassinations

foraign lwaders?

Mr. Hedgman., NoObt until I talked with the Committea staff

AP IE toid g
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